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Cultural chronicles

Reviving rituals: Members of the Samaritan sect taking
part in a traditional pilgrimage atop Mount Gerizim,
ahead of the holiday of Shavuot, in Nablus in Israel-
occupied West Bank on Thursday.
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Samaritan Sect

» The Samaritan sect is an ancient ethnoreligious community originating in the historical region of
Samaria, located in present-day Israel and the Palestinian territories.

» Samaritans consider themselves descendants of the ancient Israelites, particularly the tribes of
Ephraim and Manasseh, along with the priestly tribe of Levi.

* They follow a distinct form of worship and religious tradition that differs from mainstream Judaism.

Religious Beliefs

« Samaritans believe in the authority of the Samaritan Pentateuch, which is their version of the first
five books of Moses.

 Unlike mainstream Jews, Samaritans do not recognise Jerusalem as the holiest site.
* They regard Mount Gerizim as the sacred place chosen by God for worship.

* The Samaritan faith emphasises:

* Monotheism.

* Observance of Mosaic Law.

* Ritual purity.
 Passover sacrifices on Mount Gerizim.

Historical Background

* The origins of the Samaritan community are linked to the Assyrian conquest of the Kingdom of
Israel in the 8th century BCE.

« Historical tensions developed between Jews and Samaritans during the Second Temple period
due to differences in religious practices and sacred geography.

» Samaritans are mentioned several times in the Bible, including in the famous parable of the “Good
Samaritan” in the New Testament.

Present Status
» Today, the Samaritan population is very small, numbering around 800-900 people globally.
* Most Samaritans live in:

» Kiryat Luza near Mount Gerizim in the West Bank.
* Holon near Tel Aviv in Israel.
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Mount Gerizim

» Mount Gerizim is a sacred mountain located near the city of Nablus in the West Bank, close to the
ancient biblical city of Shechem.

» Samaritans believe that Mount Gerizim, not Jerusalem, was chosen by God as the true place of
worship.

* According to Samaritan tradition:

* Adam and Eve were created there.

* Noah’s Ark rested nearby after the Flood.

» Abraham prepared to sacrifice Isaac on this mountain.

« Samaritan religious ceremonies, especially the Passover sacrifice, are still performed on Mount
Gerizim.

* Mount Gerizim is mentioned in the Hebrew Bible as the “Mount of Blessing.”

* During ancient times, a Samaritan temple existed on the mountain, competing with the Jewish
Temple in Jerusalem.

* The temple was destroyed around the 2nd century BCE by the Hasmonean ruler John Hyrcanus.

Archaeological Importance

* Archaeological excavations have revealed:
* Ancient temple remains.

* Byzantine churches.

* Roman structures.
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* Samaritan inscriptions.

Present Status

* Mount Gerizim continues to function as the spiritual and cultural centre of the Samaritan faith.

« It is also an important archaeological and pilgrimage site.

Shavuot

» Shavuot is an important Jewish festival celebrated seven weeks after Passover.
* The word “Shavuot” means “Weeks” in Hebrew.

* [t is one of the three major pilgrimage festivals in Judaism, along with Passover and Sukkot.

Religious Significance

» Shavuot commemorates:
* The giving of the Torah to Moses at Mount Sinai.
» The covenant between God and the Israelites.

» It also has agricultural significance as the ancient harvest festival marking the wheat harvest in
Israel.

Biblical Basis

* The festival is mentioned in:
* Exodus.

* Leviticus.

* Deuteronomy.
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* In ancient Israel, people offered the “first fruits” of harvest at the Temple in Jerusalem during
Shavuot.

Customs and Traditions

* Important practices during Shavuot include:

* Reading the Book of Ruth.

* All-night Torah study.

» Decorating homes and synagogues with greenery.

» Consuming dairy foods such as cheesecake and cheese dishes.

Samaritan Observance

» Samaritans also celebrate Shavuot, but according to their own religious calendar and traditions
centred on Mount Gerizim.

Present Relevance
« Shavuot remains a major Jewish religious festival observed globally by Jewish communities.

« It symbolises spiritual renewal, divine law, and gratitude for agricultural abundance.

JUDAISM

®  Judaism is one of the world’s oldest monotheistic religions and is regarded as the earliest Abrahamic
faith.

® 1t originated in the ancient Near East, particularly in the region historically known as Canaan,
corresponding broadly to present-day Israel and Palestine.

®  Judaism is based on the belief in one God, known as Yahweh or Jehovah, who created and governs
the universe.

®  Followers of Judaism are known as Jews.

®  Judaism has deeply influenced Christianity and Islam, making it foundational to the Abrahamic religious
tradition.

o

As of 2026, the global Jewish population is estimated at around 15-16 million people, with major
populations in Israel and the United States.

Ancient Background

* Judaism emerged around the second millennium BCE among the ancient Hebrews.
* The Hebrews were Semitic-speaking pastoral communities living in the Middle East.
» The early history of Judaism is closely associated with biblical patriarchs such as:
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o Abraham.
o lsaac.
o Jacobh.

Role of Abraham

* Abraham is regarded as the founding patriarch of Judaism.

* According to Jewish tradition, Abraham entered into a covenant with God, promising
faithfulness in exchange for divine blessings.
* This covenant forms the theological foundation of Judaism.

Moses and the Exodus

* Moses is considered one of the greatest prophets in Judaism.

* According to tradition, Moses led the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt during the event known
as the Exodus.

* Heis believed to have received the Ten Commandments from God on Mount Sinai around the
13th century BCE.

* The Mosaic Law became central to Jewish religious and social life.

Sacred Texts of Judaism

Torah

* The Torah is the holiest scripture in Judaism.
* [t consists of the first five books:

» Genesis.

* Exodus.

* Leviticus.

* Numbers.

* Deuteronomy.

« Jews believe the Torah was revealed by God to Moses.

Tanakh

* The Tanakh is the complete Hebrew Bible.
* It consists of:

* Torah (Law).

* Nevi’im (Prophets).

» Ketuvim (Writings).

Talmud

» The Talmud is a compilation of rabbinical discussions, legal interpretations, ethics, and traditions.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Page6



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
R oo

« It serves as an important guide for Jewish religious practice and daily life.

Core Beliefs of Judaism

e Monotheism: Judaism strictly believes in one all-powerful and eternal God.
e Covenant: Jews believe they share a special covenantal relationship with God.
e Law and Ethics: Jewish life is governed by divine laws known as Mitzvot.

* Ethical conduct, justice, charity, and compassion are central values.

e Messiah Concept: Judaism believes in the future arrival of a Messiah who will establish
peace and justice.

e Life After Death: Different Jewish traditions hold varied beliefs regarding resurrection,
afterlife, and the soul.

Important Religious Practices

Sabbath (Shabbat)

* Shabbat is the weekly day of rest observed from Friday evening to Saturday evening.
* It commemorates God’s rest after creation.

Prayer and Worship

» Jews worship in synagogues.

* Religious leaders are known as Rabbis.

Dietary Laws

« Jewish dietary regulations are known as Kashrut.

* Foods permitted under these laws are called Kosher foods.

Circumcision

» Male circumecision, known as Brit Milah, symbolises the covenant with God.

Major Jewish Festivals

» Passover (Pesach): Celebrates the liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian slavery.

* Yom Kippur: Known as the Day of Atonement and considered the holiest day in Judaism.
* Rosh Hashanah: Jewish New Year festival.

* Hanukkah: Festival of Lights commemorating the rededication of the Second Temple.

» Shavuot: Celebrates the revelation of the Torah at Mount Sinai.
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Five sacred Shiva temples

Smt. Desa Mangaiyarkarasi elaborated in a discourse that
the Pancha Bhootha Sthalams are five sacred Shiva tem-
ples in south India, each representing one of the five fun-
damental elements of nature — Earth, Water, Fire, Air, and
Space. Together, they symbolise the deep connection bet-
ween the divine and the natural world, guiding devotees
toward spiritual understanding and liberation. The Earth
element (Prithvi) is represented by the Ekambareswarar
Temple in Kanchipuram, one of India’s seven sacred sites
of liberation. According to legend, Goddess Parvati per-
formed penance here by creating a Shiva Lingam out of
sand. When Lord Shiva tested her devotion by causing a
flood, she embraced the Lingam to protect it.

The Water element (Apu) is embodied at the Jambukes-
warar Temple in Thiruvanaikaval near Tiruchi, where the
Lingam is constantly surrounded by water. The Fire ele-
ment (Agni) is represented by the Annamalaiyar Temple
in Thiruvannamalai. Here, Shiva manifested as an infinite
pillar of fire, humbling Brahma and Vishnu. The Air ele-
ment (Vayu) is associated with the Srikalahasteeswara
Temple in Andhra Pradesh. The temple’s name comes
from a spider, a serpent, and an elephant who attained
moksha here. A unique feature is the constantly flickering
lamp in the sanctum, even in the absence of wind, symbo-
lising the Vayu Lingam’s presence. Finally, the Space ele-
ment (Akasa) is represented by the Natarajar Temple in
Chidambaram, where Lord Shiva performs the cosmic
dance of bliss, the Ananda Tandava. Here, the divine is
worshipped in a formless aspect known as the “Chidam-
bara Rahasyam,” symbolising boundless nature of space.

08M. Five Shiva

CIGR I CERRC RN

sacred temples

e Smt. Desa Mangaiyarkarasi elaborated in a discourse
that the Pancha Bhootha Sthalams are five sacred Shiva
temples in south India, each representing one of the five
fundamental elements of nature — Earth, Water, Fire, Air,
and Space.

A Desa Mangaiyarkarasi & T Yadel H faTaR & sarar
f& Pancha Bhootha Sthalams &f&IoT 9Rd & ura ufas g
#feT &, fa1 @ wcdes yapfal & aiar Hefefd deal — g, 5re,
3if¥eT, arg 3 smemer 7 gfafafes Far §)

e Together, they symbolise the deep connection
between the divine and the natural world, guiding devotees
toward spiritual understanding and liberation.

3 fAerR fear 3R wipfas HHR o sfier 7Y Teer 1 Ielloh ¢,
ST 3T Y 3TeATicHes HST 3R AeT i 3R AT Fd

o The Earth element (Prithvi) is represented by the
Ekambareswarar Temple in Kanchipuram, one of India’s
seven sacred sites of liberation.

gt ded (Prithvi) 1 fdfaTtica ey ffuaa
Ekambareswarar #feX FATE, S ¥R & T AreTeR gfay
TUAT H A TH gl

e According to legend, Goddess Parvati performed According to legend, Goddess Parvati
performed penance here by creating a Shiva Lingam out of sand.

fehaccll & 3eTaR, ot araclt & g1 3T & Ueh R folarey serens oo hr |

e When Lord Shiva tested her devotion by causing a flood, she embraced the Lingam to protect

it

5 ST T 2 AT ST S R <R e Y T Tectey ST Y Sy o PR 3 ey

ot foram|

o The Water element (Apu) is embodied at the Jambukeswarar Temple in Thiruvanaikaval
near Tiruchi, where the Lingam is constantly surrounded by water.

S ded (Apu) T gfafafca fasfr & arr favaseae fUa Jambukeswarar AT FAT§,
STal folaTH g ST & O |ar gl

e The Fire element (Agni) is represented by the Annamalaiyar Temple in Thiruvannamalai.
TP TeT (Agni) F afafafca favasamsens fBaa Annamalaiyar AfeR AT §1

e Here, Shiva manifested as an infinite pillar of fire, humbling Brahma and Vishnu.
FET R 31T 31T Ta7 & T H ehe §T AR Ioglel &7 3 sy ot a7 fopam|

e The Air element (Vayu) is associated with the Srikalahasteeswara Temple in Andhra

Pradesh.

arg T (Vayu) T Heer e gaer fua Srikalahasteeswara AT @ 8
e The temple’s name comes from a spider, a serpent, and an elephant who attained moksha

here.

sﬂﬁﬁtwmwm,waﬁaﬂiwmﬁﬁaﬁr%& TS=gieY TgT AeT ured foham|

e A unique feature is the constantly flickering lamp in the sanctum, even in the absence of wind,
symbolising the Vayu Lingam’s presence.

SHHT Teh 3TATET Tg ] IR 3 AR STeclt g5 AR feafeareh &raeh &, i golT =1 gt I 7 STorcht
i & 3R arg folarsr sy SuTEUfey 1 yelten Bl
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o Finally, the Space element (Akasa) is represented by the Natarajar Temple in

Chidambaram, where Lord Shiva performs the cosmic dance of bliss, the Ananda Tandava.

3id #, 3mEnr ded (Akasa) 1 gfafaftica Rigawe Ruda Natarajar #fET a1 &, ST@r $erare
e 317eie & TEAST 5T, TG qATST T e FIA g |

e Here, the divine is worshipped in a formless aspect known as the “Chidambara Rahasyam,”
symbolising boundless nature of space.

TBT feeadT 1 it T e &9 31 & Srelt & Ford “RigaR g &gl STl §, ST 31Tehrer &
ST STy T e B
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Should the Abortion Law be Amended for Minor Rape Victims?

FIT ATETfAeT FercdR NFarst F fe wstara weger 7 geves B s ofge?
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Should the abortion law be amended for minor rape victims?

| PARLEY |

hy are so many pregnant
persons approaching the courts
for terminations? Do we need to
remove time limits on
abortions? Do abortion laws need to be delinked
from criminal laws? How can access to safe
abortions for all be improved? Dipika Jain and

ABORTION

law has to be interpreted more broadly rather
than using it as a barrier to provide services.
Do healthcare providers feel they may be at
risk of criminal proceedings if they proceed
with abortions?

DJ: Abortion is criminalised under law. But there
is also an exception, which if followed, on the
basis of certain conditions, termination can be

based on decisional autonomy and on demand?
‘There are many countries that have at least
early-term abortion on demand or on request,
and that’s exactly how our law should be.

AB: Irrespective of what the law is, our
experience is [that] when a woman decides to
terminate a pregnancy, she does get it
terminated. If restrictions are there, you are
literally pushing her towards unsafe service

Centre for Alka Barua discuss in a conversation moderated offered. However, because it is conditional and providers. The MTP Act came into existence to
Justice, Law by Zubeda Hamid. Edited excerpts. the burden of proof is on the doctor, prevent unsafe abortions and maternal deaths
and Sodlety, complications arise. This is not a rights-based because of that. And if that very law, because of
f:‘:‘:::" Can we start with an overview of abortion framework. It is a conditional, qualified the conditions it has included in it, is leading
laws in India? On paper: The Supreme Court, in 2022, has said that it recognises framework and sets out very strict conditions. If | service seekers towards unsafe practices, then
reproductive decisional autonomy as a fundamental right. GETTY IMAGES you fail in any of these conditions, there can be the point is lost. I [also] just wanted to
Dipika Jain: There are two sets of laws that chances of prosecution. We know that in 2021,a | distinguish between refusal on any grounds, be
> regulate abortion in India. Sections 88 to 94 of on doctor in was put behind bars for a it ethical or professional, skill level, and denial of
the BNS and the Medical Termination of the case of minor rape victims? month on a termination he didn't even do. access. An individual service provider may
J Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971. Abortion is There are also other laws that complicate the decline to perform a procedure to which they
- criminalised under Section 88 of the BNS, which DJ: The MTP Act sets out general outer limits of | criminal framework and liability, for example, have objections personally. The law says nothing
T means that a woman who terminates her 24 weeks, with only two exceptions. One is the PCPNDT [and] POCSO. Why can't we move against it right now. But then they should be
AlkaBarua  Pregnancy with her consent and the doctor who substantial foetal anomalies, which has to be from a criminal framework to a rights-based made to refer the case, or ask someone else in
SSESEE terminates her pregnancy with her consent and certified by a medical board, and the other is to ive justice the facility to provide the services.
Abortion theme  hjs consent can be criminalised. In 1979, there save the life of the pregnant woman. In the past,
lead and was an exception created via the MTP Act, the Supreme Court has, on multiple occasions, AB: The reason for this is not only lack of Would a law that lifts all conditions and
o R which created a framework for conditional allowed termination up to 33 weeks of awareness about what their obligations are, allows for abortion on request be in conflict
o rights. Abortion is legal in India based on certain pregnancy in cases of foetal anomalies. [This] what the service seekers’ entitlements are, but | with the POCSO law where the State has to
c N ci and condi The 2022 exposes a gap between legal categories that are also lack of awareness among those who are look into sexual assault?
India Supreme Court judgement also elaborates on rigid and real life, medical and social situations. | enforcing the law at the ground level. Most

abortion rights as fundamental rights. There are
three components: unmarried women are

Soifit is safe, and it is with the consent of the
pregnant person, and the termination is allowed

service providers are worried about police
involvement in cases of rape and minors. They

DJ: When the POCSO law was drafted, the focus
was on child sexual abuse. Section 19 of the

entitled to seek terminati ransgender in cases of foetal anomalies, why can’t are confused about documentation POCSO Act allows for mandatory reporting.
persons are also included within the legal terminations he 3llmwd in mher cases where reqmremenb ‘Then there are concerns about What happens when it interacts whh the MTI’
framework; and the right to terminate a late-term For around near Act? In the MTP Act, when an adolescent or

pregnancy in India is part of [the] decisional
autonomy of a woman or a pregnant person.

Alka Barua: The law looks fairly liberal, but
there isn't broad and progressive interpretation
at the ground level. And there are reasons for it.
One, the law places decision-making authority
primarily with the doctors. So this gives scope

example, sexual asaulr. rape, drastic life
challenges. mental health crises. In my opinion,
anyone whose pregnancy is safe to terminate
should be allowed to terminate it.

AB: The law has not taken into account
ground-level reality. There is no need for such
rigid gestational limits for terminations,

stlpuldled gestational limits. There are no clear
protocols in place. All this, in addition to the fact
that there is a social pressure, let’s not forget
that doctors belong to the same society as [that
of] service-seekers. All this leads to a chilling
effect. They don’t want to provide services in
such cases, particularly the later gestation cases.

minor gets pregnant, they can seek termination.
But when the adolescent walks into the hospital,
the doctor has to report her mandatorily to the
police. Now, what happens is, in case of a
16-year-old in a relationship with a 17-year-old
boy, this 16-year-old girl will not go ahead and
seek termination because she knows that the
mandatory reporting will mean that the boy will

for refusal based on personal beliefs or particularly in cases of sexual assault survivors, h th allow for be held for statutory rape. This is the problem.
misunderstanding or unawareness of law. The minors, or adolescents, etc. One reason is, they borti thanona In 2022, the Supreme Court harmonised POCSO
law’s implementation doesn't take into account tend to come late: because of the trauma, the conditional basis? Is that what a with the MTP Act. The court ruled that minors

the fact that we have a shortage of certified
providers and adequately equipped facilities.
And this is particularly more so now when the
gestational limit has been increased and later
gestational terminations are more complex and
require greater skills, better facilities. As long as
abortion remains linked to a criminal law, it is
socially stigmatized. And many women delay
care or seek unsafe pathways in such situations.

Is there a case to be made for the Supreme
Court’s asking for the removal of time limit

stigma, the lack of awareness about their
entitlements under the MTP Act; in case of
minors and adolescents, they often do not even
know that they have conceived till late
pregnancy. Then, most do not have access to
resources; they have restricted mobility. Delayed
access is not out of choice but because
institutions, family structures, violence prevent
them from timely access. We believe that risk
should be assessed clinically. If it can be safely
provided based on clinical judgment, then why
this inflexible statutory cut-off? The intent of the

reproductive health rights framework looks
like?

DJ: The Supreme Court in 2022 has said that it
recognises reproductive decisional autonomy as
a fundamental right. It means that the decision
to terminate a pregnancy ultimately belongs to
the pregnant person, not the doctor or the State.
‘That's what the law is saying. Now, should that
not also be the practice? If a pregnant person
decides to terminate, why should the State
impose so many conditions? Why can't it be

can access abortion services without their
identities being disclosed. So to some extent,
this has been addressed. However, it's not
something that is working on the ground.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code o go to the link
wwewthehindu.com

08M. Should the Abortion Law be Amended for Minor Rape Victims?
FIT AT FeTcdR NFarsd F e wehara wreger & gevus B s afge?

e Why are so many pregnant persons approaching the courts for terminations?
ade 37T arstad) safeFa TfaAT & fOT AT &1 39 T T | 87
e Do we need to remove time limits on abortions?
T YT TR ST 7T FAG-WAT FfAaeil 1 gerer I 3TaeTHhdr 6?2
e Do abortion laws need to be delinked from criminal laws?
FT AT Farth FTefall 1 ITIATAF FTefatl § 370197 foram ST Tfgw?
e How can access to safe abortions for all be improved?
T3 o forT FRRE I T T T hE SET FA1AT SIT Hehell 2
e Dipika Jain and Alka Barua discuss in a conversation moderated by Zubeda Hamid.
ST ST 3R 3T 3T ¥ AT §IAG CaRT HTTid Teh aTd & 38 fawr oX = |
o Edited excerpts.

TR 3727

e Can we start with an overview of abortion laws in India?

FAT G AR 7 THITT FeTeAl & Teh 3T cliche I 3T I el 672

o Dipika Jain: There are two sets of laws that regulate abortion in India.
AT St SR A T Y FATAATAT et arel & G & Hlofet &1

e Sections 88 to 94 of the BNS and the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971.
BNS T 9RT 88 & 94 T A3 efiAe= 31w Faad (MTP) 3rfafageT, 19711

e Abortion is criminalised under Section 88 of the BNS, which means that a woman who
terminates her pregnancy with her consent and the doctor who terminates her pregnancy with
her consent and his consent can be criminalised.
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BNS T &TRT 88 o 33T T bl TR T Toham 1T &, ForaenT 317 I8 & foh 319ei wgafa
A IMIAATIT e ATell ATl TUT 3ThT TGHAT I ITHTATIT FleT aTell FAfchcden gt TRt
A ST That £

In 1979, there was an exception created via the MTP Act, which created a framework for
conditional rights.

¥y 1979 & MTP FfAfATA & Areys F v 319dre, TUia fovar o, foasr werd srfaerY
FRET IR |
Abortion is legal in India based on certain circumstances and conditions.

Fo ey aRTEufart 3R erdf & MR o e # astara der g

The 2022 Supreme Court judgement also elaborates on abortion rights as fundamental
rights.

2022 % wafed FaraTer & ok 7 of awstura srftrant 1 A et & &9 & faega forar
AT

There are three components: unmarried women are entitled to seek termination; transgender
persons are also included within the legal framework; and the right to terminate a pregnancy
in India is part of decisional autonomy of a woman or a pregnant person.

$ae el v uee ¢ fdarfed afgend arsteardst &1 31fteR wwch §; giasist safadar o o
eIl B # QAT T ITT &, TUT R & THFATT ohl TR Tl Afgelr AT efaciy sgicked
Fr fAoTaTcHs TarRar 1 REar g

Alka Barua: The law looks fairly liberal, but there isn’t broad and progressive interpretation at
the ground level.

37T TTIT: YE Fleled WA H I IER Tl Il &, fohore] ST TR TR 38T <A19eh 3R
EEIGHIGER R B HE IS

And there are reasons for it.

3R zTF S FROT |

One, the law places decision-making authority primarily with the doctors.

TEll, TE Hlelel HET §9 § fvky e &1 rfsR et S ver= wiar |

So this gives scope for refusal based on personal beliefs or misunderstanding or
unawareness of law.

S SATFAI AAATIN, TTThE [T AT FHIeTe T STleTehT & AT o IR W oAb
et T ISR Tl ST g |

The law’'s implementation doesn’t take into account the fact that we have a shortage of
certified providers and adequately equipped facilities.

HTolel & TehdTeadel 7 $H TLF T AT LT w61 1T I1AT & foh §AR a1 FATforer dar weranait
AT T I3t F o FEmE Hr A §

And this is particularly more so now when the gestational limit has been increased and later
gestational terminations are more complex and require greater skills, better facilities.

3R 7z RufY 319 31k 31f0e el g o1 &, ifer arstiafey e 9o & o1 ¥ gur 31fYw ga g
TohT ST aTel aTsTaaTTeT 31freh Sifeer g1 € 3R 3eTeh ToIw 31fereh shierer T Sgc glaemsit
TGRS Bl &

As long as abortion remains linked to a criminal law, it is socially stigmatized.

SIS ofeh ST T TIRIAF FHTelel A SAIST ST, A dAeh Tg HHTToTh & H Fholiehc] S+1T IgaTT |

And many women delay care or seek unsafe pathways in such situations.

3R O IRTEUT # 31eieh Al 3TaR & &3 Yl & I1 RRI&T SR 7 TgRT A 8 |

Is there a case to be made for the Supreme Court’s asking for the removal of time limit on
terminations of unwanted pregnancies in the case of minor rape victims?
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FIT ITTAH ~IATAT CaRT ATGIOET TR NI 5 ATAAT 7 3aifSd FTHYROT Sl FATCT
et & TR Forg-HIAT T gerat i HiIT T ST 7 1S 3iifeT &2

DJ: The MTP Act sets out general outer limits of 24 weeks, with only two exceptions.

A THAN FATAIH AT & fov I 24 Foamg $r 3ifasas dar FuiRa sxarg,
foreT et ar 39arG &

One is substantial foetal anomalies, which has to be certified by a medical board, and the
other is to save the life of the pregnant woman.

Teh 379aTE, 137K 8por Rt 8, foretent sramoTer Rrferew &S ganr fama S smaeas &, 3K
GET 31T, Tsiacl AR & Sae Y 6T AT T

In the past, the Supreme Court has, on multiple occasions, allowed termination up to 33
weeks of pregnancy in cases of foetal anomalies.

U4 H ITAAH AT o 3foieh HTERT 9T 30T fagp it & Al 7 arsfiaean & 33 weamw a
TMIHHATIT T AT FeTet

This exposes a gap between legal categories that are rigid and real life, medical and social
situations.

IE FHOR Flefell FTTEal AR areciaen shaet @1 Fafercdia va amtiores TR & e 6
QTS T 3R HT

Soifitis safe, and it is with the consent of the pregnant person, and the termination is
allowed in cases of foetal anomalies, why can’t terminations be allowed in other cases
where late-term termination becomes important?

37T: e IMHATTT I &, 3R Jg rsarelt saferet o WAl & Foham 51T @7 &, T 807
il & amrel & saeht IegAfa &, o 3 ARt &, STeT 8T F AT 3Tz g
ST &, SHeT AT T 76T & ST Hehell?

For example, sexual assault, rape, drastic life challenges, mental health crises.
3CTEX0T & ToIU, Al Sediset, TeTeaR, Siiae i 1R Ialforl, qur Amfie FaeeT ¥wc|

In my opinion, anyone whose pregnancy is safe to terminate should be allowed to terminate it.

W R &, fora fondlr &t arsfiaer 1 GRIaTT &9 & TATGT T ST el &, 38 ITSHATTT
3rgAfd el Trfeu|

AB: The law has not taken into account ground-level reality.

Tl Flolel o AHIAT AREATAHATIHT T €T H 76T 1 5

There is no need for such rigid gestational limits for terminations, particularly in cases of
sexual assault survivors, minors, or adolescents, etc.

ITIGATT F fOT 5T FOR TsfRTe ATHT Y TTTFAT A1 &, AT FT T FleT 3ehzaT
fifgansit, Ararferan, ar Ay & Ferar 7

One reason is, they tend to come late: because of the trauma, the stigma, the lack of
awareness about their entitlements under the MTP Act.

Ueh RUT IE ¢ [ 3 UTT: ST A T 31T &, FiTeh d 3THTd, HATSIS Feldh, JUT THEAD
IHORAIH F 39T 3797 31TAHRY & IS SRR T & 37379 & TET 8laT &

In case of minors and adolescents, they often do not even know that they have conceived
till late pregnancy.

Ararfa 33 RreaRat & AFeT &, 37¢ U: &I A THGTAT I Ig o AT AT gl fh
THIAT B |

Then, most do not have access to resources; they have restricted mobility.

D TR, 3R & I FHIAT b TG 6T GIcly TUT 3eehr JTaratrer 3 WA @l &1

Delayed access is not out of choice but because institutions, family structures, violence
prevent them from timely access.
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& 36 FHT R FETIAT ITed Y § AahelT £
We believe that risk should be assessed clinically.
GHRT AT & foh ST o1 Fediene RTfhcdiar MR W fhaT ST A1ig v |

If it can be safely provided based on clinical judgment, then why this inflexible statutory
cut-off?

e Rifreda facky & 3mur o3 gRfera &9 & ATt foham S @ehar &, d e 78 FoR
s gag-dar #241 gir arfge?

The intent of the law has to be interpreted more broadly rather than using it as a barrier to
provide services.

HIeTeT T AT T AT SATEAT N ST AT, o o 38 YT YeTel et F 18T & &9 & F2HaT
[ERIRCIGICIIY

Do healthcare providers feel they may be at risk of criminal proceedings if they proceed
with abortions?

FIT TR YT IGTAT3HT T TG AGHH 81T & 1o ATe; I MU Xt & dl 3eToh Taeael AqfeT
FIAETEY 81 Hehcll 672

DJ: Abortion is criminalised under law.
3t TefsT o ATt MITAT T ITorer e fomaam arar

But there is also an exception, which if followed, on the basis of certain conditions,
termination can be offered.

T 58 Tk 3rvare o B, Forereh 3icaid o eiRa erdlf &r drereT fre Siiet o) arshaardst
R ST b B

However, because it is conditional and the burden of proof is on the doctor, complications
arise.

gTeiieR, ek T TR & 3 AT ST Yt T ETf e RAfhedsh OX Gl &, SHIAT 31
ST 3o il o

This is not arights-based framework.

I AfUHR-3menia erar 767 ¢

It is a conditional, qualified framework and sets out very strict conditions.

Ig Ueh G 3R AT arar §, S 3rcdd For od AuiRa sar gl

If you fail in any of these conditions, there can be chances of prosecution.

e 318 T Foraly 3t Q1T T ITelaT 78T 81T, AY TRANSTT TATT ST T GHTAT 81 Thar &1

We know that in 2021, a doctor in Meghalaya was put behind bars for a month on a
termination he didn’t even do.

&9 SeTa & foF 2021 7 Agrery 7 ve RIfhcdes ) 08 THTAYT & ATHS H Teh Al doh ol &
@1 37T, T 38T Toha oY =A&r &l

There are also other laws that complicate the criminal framework and liability, for example,
the PCPNDT [and] POCSO.

g8 JfaAfRerd 3= T o 8, ST 3ToRIiRes ard 3R arfdca &1 3R FIfee s €, o
PCPNDT @1 POCSOI

Why can’t we move from a criminal framework to a rights-based reproductive justice
healthcare framework?

&H TR ST § e HTARR-ATUTRT Yol #a1 TIRELT-TaT 31 bl 30T AT AGT 96
Th?

AB: The reason for this is not only lack of awareness about what their obligations are, what
the service seekers’ entitlements are, but also lack of awareness among those who are
enforcing the law at the ground level.
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Tl SHFT HRUT hacl TG A6 ¢ [oh Al &l 3791 aIfAcar IR [T ITod I areil & IfAHRT Hr
ST +TE1 &, Sfesh Ig 8 § o STl Tk IR hlefel S19] el aTeil 3 81 SITaTRehclT AT 31877 & |
e Most service providers are worried about police involvement in cases of rape and minors.
3ifRrenTer FaT JETdT FATcHR 3R Ararieret & 53 A 3 gfw §Edald i olend Fifdd & €
e They are confused about documentation requirements.
J SEATAS HTTRIFHATHT T o HTAT WA &

e Then there are concerns about the uncertainty around pregnancies near the stipulated
gestational limits.

wﬂ:aﬁﬁw%ﬁﬁawﬁaﬁr@mﬁ?ﬁwu@%gﬁwaﬁxmﬁﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁ
I A B

e There are no clear protocols in place.
T T H DS TISC WIThlol ST AT & |

o All this, in addition to the fact that there is a social pressure, let’s not forget that doctors
belong to the same society as [that of] service-seekers.

ol Haeh TR HHATToTeh gard o HiSe §; Ig 6T ${efel TSV foh farfehcaen of 3¢ @St &t
feear &, ToraenT fRear AT ured e aTer T &

e Allthis leads to a chilling effect.
3 el aRRRAfaat v YR & HaSIfad wsia Y ST ST &

e They don’t want to provide services in such cases, particularly the later gestation cases.

U ATHAT H, fIAverT 31O THER arer ATHGT H, AT YT 78T HelT dgd |

Are there other countries that allow for abortion on a demand basis rather than on a
conditional basis? Is that what a reproductive health rights framework looks like?

FIT ] 3o A2 ¢ A AT & TR AT F ITUR G 7T A HTATT 3 §2 FAT T ToToToT Taeeq
HAFHRY A FRET 2

e DJ: The Supreme Court in 2022 has said that it recognises reproductive decisional
autonomy as a fundamental right.

A 3TATH ~IHTAT o IY 2022 H FgT 2T foF I8 Toteter Gt fAvhareas araadr # s
A 3R & §9 3 ATarar |

¢ It means that the decision to terminate a pregnancy ultimately belongs to the pregnant
person, not the doctor or the State.

T 37 Ig ¢ o aretmaaet &1 3ifas faoTy wstad sufeba &1 gl &, 1 for Rafercas a1 =
|
e That’s what the law is saying.
hTofet 3 T FEclT &1
¢ Now, should that not also be the practice?
S FIAT TEY STAGTR ATEAT 3 ALY gy AR T?

o If a pregnant person decides to terminate, why should the State impose so many
conditions?

T IS Tefact safFa TTTATTST &1 0Ty AT §, A T Y Sy 3118k 21t F4T STaTeit
ifgu?

e Why can'tit be based on decisional autonomy and on demand?
=Y fAviaTcA® Taraadar 3R AT & 3R W FAT AT fhaT ST Thar?

e There are many countries that have at least early-term abortion on demand or on request,
and that’s exactly how our law should be.

U 37e1h U & T8 ha--ahe YRIAT TI0T & AT & TR IR YT I7 3T I ITFHATIA
I 3TATT E, 3R GHART FiofeT 37 Sieh JT & Qe TR
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AB: Irrespective of what the law is, our experience is that when a woman decides to
terminate a pregnancy, she does get it terminated.

Tall: el TTe St 8 BY, AR IHee7d g & o ST hig Al arsTaaTe 1 Aoty ol &, v ag
37l TSTHATIT YT & el B

If restrictions are there, you are literally pushing her towards unsafe service providers.
Ffe; wfcier oo ST €, &Y T areeTd 7 38 3R AaT STt A 3R el W gl 2|

The MTP Act came into existence to prevent unsafe abortions and maternal deaths
because of that.

Tt srferforer 1 31fEcca & srgRiara arstaral T 3574 gl aTell A Hg T Ashed & foIw
g3 2|

And if that very law, because of the conditions it has included in it, is leading service seekers
towards unsafe practices, then the point is lost.

3R fe; TEY HIefeT, 7T it b HROT, HaT YT et dTell i IFGIFAIT FATHT T 3T o ST TgT
g, Y 3T 3652 &1 THAC & ST gl

| also just wanted to distinguish between refusal on any grounds, be it ethical or professional,
skill level, and denial of access.

# 71 ol TUSC AT ATl § o TRl 8T IR R gehi, AT T Aok &, cHraaniah g, a1
hiRreT T & 37 81, 3R Aar & R =, gt 7 iR B

An individual service provider may decline to perform a procedure to which they have
objections personally.

I STTFAITT HaT IGTAT 3T TThAT T kel A FHAT P Tl &, Tordeh Iicl 34 T TFdANT ATATRT
gl

The law says nothing against it right now.

TTHT H Hlolel 38 [aTCH TS AgI el &

But then they should be made to refer the case, or ask someone else in the facility to provide
the services.

Tehe el Tl & 3¢ 39 Aoy b Tonell 315 Taifehcareh o ITe ioter =g, 3ruram & gear &
TRET 31T ITFd T ag AaT 3TeleY] Al dIfeT|

Would a law that lifts all conditions and allows for abortion on request be in conflict with the
POCSO law where the State has to look into sexual assault?

T QAT lofed, ST T 2Acil T GeTeh AT 9 AT hT 3TTATCH T 81, POCSO el & Tohra
# 819, 18T T i i Icfiga F ATl HI ST FLer gl g2

DJ: When the POCSO law was drafted, the focus was on child sexual abuse.

1S ST POCSO FIefeT T TAATOT fehT 31T UT, T 3T HE €T dTel et ANOT T 27|
Section 19 of the POCSO Act allows for mandatory reporting.

POCSO 3rfaifaaa &t 4T 19 & 3ideTd rfaard Rafésr &1 uraerms frar rar g

What happens when it interacts with the MTP Act?

ST 8T MTP AFfAfATa & Ty Ty T 81T &, a9 &7 [Ufd 3cdee gicil &7

In the MTP Act, when an adolescent or minor gets pregnant, they can seek termination.

MTP AT & 37aeTd, Sa FI1S TRy AT ArerfereT aTsfady 81 ST &, af a8 AT T AT
F Gohall &1

But when the adolescent walks into the hospital, the doctor has to report her mandatorily to
the police.

e STeT g FoReMNY 3rETcTel Tg el &, T RAfehcden & T SHH Faroim e 1 &1 HfAard &
ST g |
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Now, what happens is, in case of a 16-year-old in a relationship with a 17-year-old boy, this
16-year-old girl will not go ahead and seek termination because she knows that the
mandatory reporting will mean that the boy will be held for statutory rape.

319, afe F1S 16 adffa sy fFedt 17 adffa o3& & ary geu J §, Y ag 16 aufay agdr
IFTATIT o FoIT 3T AGT 3TUaH, FiTh 3T gar grem fob sifaard Raifeéar & HRoT 37 a5 W

FenfAs TATCHR T IR ST ST

This is the problem.

TE! HET THET ¢

In 2022, the Supreme Court harmonised POCSO with the MTP Act.

a¥ 2022 # gafea =aR™TET & POCSO AR MTP rftfags & i aeerey vuifid fa

The court ruled that minors can access abortion services without their identities being
disclosed.

graTerd o foT fear fos aranfaT 319el ggareT 39 foru o arstara dansit &1 omet ured
T &

So to some extent, this has been addressed.

SH YR, FE AT T 36 THEAT hT FATUT fomam I 1

However, it’s not something that is working on the ground.

gTalTeh, AT SATEUT ST T TR THIET ¥ § I 7 < e ¢

GS Paper Il: Polity 08 May 2026
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anfis garat o RAFE F FEHR FET gremeH oo & ghaT €, SC F Fe
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T # TR TFR & 7o+ 1 GlARaa F11 ToqqTe HT Feied ¢
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EC ¥ 3T Ul # Alse I3 gl a1 58t g §uet 81 T §
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T Aot # R¥F Feaar &1 AT
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U.K. gerat 7 e aréf &1 @it 3y & et
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Entertaining petitions on religious practices
can have far-reaching consequences, says SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said a deluge of
petitions complaining
about religious practices
and religion would follow if
the courts start interfering
in matters of faith.

“If everybody starts
questioning religious prac-
tices or matters of religion
before a constitutional
court, then what will hap-
pen to this civilisation
where religion is so inti-
mately connected with the
Indian society. There will
be hundreds of petitions
questioning this right, that
right, opening of temple,
closure of the temple,” Jus-

tice B.V. Nagarathna ob-
served during a nine-judge
Bench hearing of the Saba-
rimala review case.

Justice Nagarathna said
India’s uniqueness lay in
the fact that it was a “civili-
sation” in which the inti-
mate relationship between
people and religion has
been a constant, despite
pluralities and diversities.

‘Can’t break ties’

The judge asked whether
the courts were the right
forum to question, exa-
mine and intervene in this
relationship. “We nine
judges, what we lay down
is for a civilisation, that is
India. India must progress.
Despite all its develop-

-~ £

ment, economy, everyth-
ing, there is a constant in
us, we cannot break that
constant. That is what is
troubling us,” Justice Naga-
rathna said.

Justice M.M. Sundresh,
on the Bench headed by

Justice Nagarathna asked whether courts were the right forum to
intervene in the relationship between people and religion.

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, said entertaining pe-
titions challenging reli-
gious practices and beliefs
for violation of fundamen-
tal rights may open the
flood gates with far-reach-
ing consequences.

“Every religion will
break, every constitutional
court will have to be
closed,” the judge
remarked.

‘Governed by law’
Senior advocate Raju Ra-
machandran, for petition-
ers challenging the prac-
tice of excommunication in
the Dawoodi Bohra com-
munity, pointed out that
India was indeed a civilisa-
tion, but a civilisation go-
verned by a Constitution.

“Therefore, nothing
that goes against the grain
of our Constitution can be
countenanced in a civilised
society governed by the
Constitution,” Mr. Rama-
chandran said.

08M. Entertaining petitions on religious practices can have far-reaching
consequences, says SC

i JUT3it o AR HT ThHFR FI1 g IR & FhaT §, SC A Fel

The Supreme Court on Thursday said a deluge of petitions complaining about religious
practices and religion would follow if the courts start interfering in matters of faith.

FNH FIE A TEAR FT gl o I JTeTele IREUT & ATHCA H gEATT AT YE FHLcll & ol LT
TUT3iT 31N 4 & e Risrarar arel Trfehr3i $ir arg 31 Sreeft

o ‘“If everybody starts questioning religious practices or matters of religion before a
constitutional court, then what will happen to this civilisation where religion is so intimately
connected with Indian society?

"I §T IS WAETToTeh IeTelcl o HHET LTS TUTHT AT &3 & AT TR 9T 3T YE X <, Al
wmwwwmaﬁaﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁuwﬁsaﬁmmﬁgagm%l

e There will be hundreds of petitions questioning this right, that right, opening of temple, closure

of the temple,” Justice B.V. Nagarathna observed during a nine-judge Bench hearing of the
Sabarimala review case.

‘5 JSR, 37 31MOFR, AT Wids, AR §¢ FI T FaTd 361 dTell sl ATATT giaft,”
SIf¥ed B.V. Nagarathna @ Sabarimala review case &I #il-=ararefier fis & Fefars & eRiel

el
e Justice Nagarathna said India’s uniqueness lay in the fact that it was a “civilisation” in which

the intimate relationship between people and religion has been a constant, despite pluralities
and diversities.

SAT€eH Nagarathna =7 FgT b IR &1 fafAsedr 39 a2 #/ ¢ 5 Ig U “gegdr ¢ T5as e
3R &3 & o aferes e sgaansit AR fAfaganst & sreee A &)

e The judge asked whether the courts were the right forum to question, examine and intervene
in this relationship.

FaraTeer Uo7 foh &R JeTeld S8 el IX YT 36T, Siid ddel 3 GEAaTT el &l Hel 7 8|
o “We nine judges, what we lay down is for a civilisation, that is India.

“EH & FITTERT ST 9T Y §, I8 Ueh FIAT & [T &, ATl AR
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India must progress.
HRA T JITTd T AT

Despite all its development, economy, everything, there is a constant in us, we cannot break
that constant.

Tt T, 3reeaaan 3R 3173 79 F5 F araelg AN o] U R aca &, ot g9 s 18
ehd |

That is what is troubling us,” Justice Nagarathna said.

TEY ST & IRRTT R IQT &,” A Nagarathna ¥ FgT|

Justice M.M. Sundresh, on the Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, said
entertaining petitions challenging religious practices and beliefs for violation of fundamental
rights may open the flood gates with far-reaching consequences.

T =GIATEer Surya Kant T 3rezeTar arell s & SF€ed M.M. Sundresh & &gl & enfdie
w3t 3R Fareardt w1 wifere HTAFRT & Seoleret & AR TR Gl 2o drell T3t T Fdiehr
AT gAY IROIHAT & AT a1g HT GIR Wel Fhel B

“Every religion will break, every constitutional court will have to be closed,” the judge
remarked.

‘G YA TT SATTIT, §Y AT IETerd I §e el IsaTT,” =ararefier o feoqofy 1|

Senior advocate Raju Ramachandran, for petitioners challenging the practice of
excommunication in the Dawoodi Bohra community, pointed out that India was indeed a
civilisation, but a civilisation governed by a Constitution.

aRa 3f8asFdT Raju Ramachandran & Dawoodi Bohra HHETT & SfgSeh T T2T T Failell 1
arelYy AT T 3N A g foh AR IEda & Teh GITAT &, AfeheT Teh VT GaIar oY G
EanT Aarfad g

“Therefore, nothing that goes against the grain of our Constitution can be countenanced in a
civilised society governed by the Constitution,” Mr. Ramachandran said.

‘SATAT, GAR WAUTA T H1TAT & TS F& 8l vah Haenfais &7 & il @7 AT 7
T Ael [T ST andt,” St Ramachandran = &gT|
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Was a ‘proper debate’ held in
Parliament on CEC and ECs
appointment law, asks SC

S —

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked if there
had been a “proper de-
bate” in Parliament about
the “ethos” of its 2023
judgment that took the ap-
pointment of members of
the Election Commission
out of the exclusive hands
of the political executive,
namely, “the party which
not unnaturally has an in-
terest in perpetuating itself
in power”.

In a 2023 judgment in
Anoop Baranwal versus
Union of India, a Constitu-
tion Bench of the court had
replaced the mechanism of
the President appointing
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs) on
the sole advice of the
Prime Minister with a more
participatory appointment
process involving a three-
member selection commit-
tee of the Prime Minister,

asks SC

the Opposition Leader in
the Lok Sabha, and the
Chief Justice of India. The
court had said the commit-
tee would be in place till
Parliament brought in a
law to replace it.

The Union government
had brought in a law which
reverted to the dominant
role of the executive in the
appointments of the CEC
and ECs. Under the Chief
Election = Commissioner
and other Election Com-
missioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service, and
Term of Office) Act of 2023,
the CJI was replaced in the

selection committee by a
Union Cabinet Minister
nominated by the Prime
Minister.

“But was there a proper
debate in Parliament about
the Anoop Baranwal judg-
ment? Is the ethos voiced
in the judgment reflected
in the Parliamentary de-
bates... That is not clear,”
said Justice Dipankar Dat-
ta, heading a Bench com-
prising himself and Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma.

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat, appearing for an
intervenor, said the pass-
ing of the law had been
preceded by an en masse
suspension of Opposition
MPs. “There was no prop-
er debate in the Parlia-
ment,” he said.

“A majority of the Oppo-
sition was suspended. [Al-
MIM MP Asaduddin] Owai-
si was the sole objector,”
advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, appearing for Associa-
tion for Democratic Re-
forms, submitted.

FIT CEC 3R ECs I AgfFd Fieft W we # ‘3Rd 75w g8 o1, SC F gor

e The Supreme Court on Thursday asked if there had been a “proper debate” in Parliament
about the “ethos” of its 2023 judgment that took the appointment of members of the Election
Commission out of the exclusive hands of the political executive, namely, “the party which
not unnaturally has an interest in perpetuating itself in power”.

FNA FIE 7 TR 1 IO o AT T H 3T 2023 & el & “HIGA/SET (ethos)” T
3d aga g Y, A gera T & Fewa A g Y At e & e
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TFR & 18T forar a1am T, 37T “ag Iiet foraent FareTides ¥ & T1 & Ja g1  fad giar
&l

In a 2023 judgment in Anoop Baranwal versus Union of India, a Constitution Bench of the
court had replaced the mechanism of the President appointing the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (ECs) on the sole advice of the Prime
Minister with a more participatory appointment process involving a three-member selection

committee of the Prime Minister, the Opposition Leader in the Lok Sabha, and the Chief
Justice of India.

Anoop Baranwal S Union of India & 2023 & thael &, 3eTeld 6T Ueh Giaerne fs o
el SaRT FUTAHA T ThATT Fellg R HEF TATd HJFd (CEC) 3R F1a gl (ECs)
@rﬁgﬁ%—r@r STGEAT T TeAh Ueh 31T Tt ufeham 3raers oY, foas Terae =, ahast
# faveT & T 3R HRd & FTg AR die-Ae e TageT afafd anfae o

The court had said the committee would be in place till Parliament brought in a law to replace
it.

ETeld o T AT o I AT I e Teil W3l ST e TG, 3 TGolet & [0l Bl hlelet 61
Il

The Union government had brought in a law which reverted to the dominant role of the
executive in the appointments of the CEC and ECs.

e BIPR of Teh Flefel o forast CEC 3R ECs & fagferaat ¥ sriarfers i saga spfdant
R & SgTeT &Y TS|

Under the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service, and Term of Office) Act of 2023, the CJI was
replaced in the selection committee by a Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the Prime
Minister.

& Tl AFd 3R 377 Tara 3mgFa (Fgfaa, Far ot 3k Friwme) sfafaas, 2023 &
ded T AR & FEg ~ararier (CJI) H S1eTg T a1 SarT 1A U Harg Hidae 7
SUECAERIEIR]

“But was there a proper debate in Parliament about the Anoop Baranwal judgment? Is the
ethos voiced in the judgment reflected in the Parliamentary debates... That is not clear,” said
Justice Dipankar Datta, heading a Bench comprising himself and Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma.

“AfeheT 41 FHE H Anoop Baranwal ¥el T 3 s g5 A 4T 39 el H cerd et
(ethos) FHET Sl & few@rS ST ®... T§ TUSC 7161 o, 7ARIH{T Dipankar Datta & 8T, St
=argAfd Satish Chandra Sharma & |12 913 &Y 3regefdr 1 @ 3

Senior advocate Shadan Farasat, appearing for an intervenor, said the passing of the law
had been preceded by an en masse suspension of Opposition MPs.

aRsa 31fgedar Shadan Farasat, G!TWBQ—?T&%W?@[WQ—T“T?T?, o el o 30 &l &
a8t & yge faueh araet 1 arefes v & i o arar an

“There was no proper debate in the Parliament,” he said.

TG A PG 3T TEH AL g3 M, Iog1eA e

“A majority of the Opposition was suspended. [AIMIM MP Asaduddin] Owaisi was the sole

objector,” advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for Association for Democratic Reforms,
submitted.

“fadeT &7 SgAd AT 2Tl [AIMIM Aie Asaduddin] Owaisi &1 ThATT AT gof T alel
&,” Association for Democratic Reforms &I 31X & 92T 31fa&dr Prashant Bhushan &
e feRa|
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Governor must ensure formation
of a stable government in a State

The Governor should prevent complete breakdown of constitutional machinery leading to President’s Rule in a State; it will

be a failure of constitutional machinery if no party or group is able to command a majority to form a popular government

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he insistence that
TTamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK)

president C. Joseph Vijay
must prove majority sup-
port in the Legislative As-
sembly is based on a time-
tested legal principle that a
Governor’s first priority is
the formation of a stable
government to prevent the
State from slipping into a
situation of complete
breakdown of constitution-
al machinery, leading to
President’s Rule.

Supreme Court prece-
dents have said a Governor
cannot refuse to allow the
formation of a government
once the majority is esta-
blished. The only excep-
tion could be where the
Governor is of the view
that a stable government
may not be formed by the
claimants. On the other
hand, the court has noted
that a Governor is not ex-
pected to wait indefinitely,
and in the process, encour-
age defections or adoption
of other objectionable
activities.

The apex court and the
Sarkaria Commission have
highlighted the impor-
tance of giving Governors

I

i

TVK chief Vijay meets Tamil Nadu Governor Rajendra Arlekar in
Chennai on Wednesday to stake claim to form a government. ANI

reasonable time to “ex-
plore alternatives with pol-
itical parties, groups and
Independent MLAs” to
form a stable government.
The phrase “reasonable
time” is not defined in the
Constitution.

The “alternatives” be-
fore the Governor in a
hung Assembly will be to
invite a pre-poll alliance of
parties with the largest
number of seats to form
the government first. The
single largest party will be
the second option if it
could show majority sup-
port. A post-poll alliance or
coalition is the last option
before the Governor.

A nine-judge Bench in
the 1994 S.R. Bommai judg-

ment, while endorsing this
hierarchy of preference,
liberally added that the Go-
vernor could either go for
the single largest party or
“group”. It did not matter
whether the “group” was
formed before or after the
election. It would be a case
of failure of constitutional
machinery if these alterna-
tives fail, and no party or
group is able to command
a majority to form a popu-
lar government.

“Suppose after general
elections, no political par-
ty or coalition of parties or
groups is able to secure ab-
solute majority in the Le-
gislative Assembly and des-
pite the  Governor’s
exploring the alternatives,

the situation has arisen in
which no political party is
able to form stable govern-
ment, it would be a case of
completely demonstrable
inability of any political
party to form a stable go-
vernment commanding
the confidence of the ma-
jority members of the le-
gislature. It would be a
case of failure of constitu-
tional machinery,” the
court observed in the Bom-
mai judgment.

Partisan politics
However, the Supreme
Court, in its seven-judge
Bench judgment in Ra-
meshwar Prasad versus Un-
ion of India, has also cau-
tioned against Governors
misusing their office for
partisan politics.

“Whether it is a case of
an existing government
losing majority support or
of installation of a new go-
vernment after fresh elec-
tions, the act of the Gover-
nor in recommending
dissolution of Assembly
should be only with the
sole object of preservation
of the Constitution and not
promotion of political in-
terests of one or the other
party,” the court said.

The Rameshwar Prasad
case flagged the criticism
recorded in the Sarkaria
Commission that Gover-
nors have, more often than

not, used their powers to
recommend President’s
Rule under Article 356 to
“promote the political in-
terests of the party in pow-
er at the Centre”.

“It is seen that one day a
person is in active politics
in as much as he holds the
office of the Chief Minister
or Minister or a party post
and almost on the follow-
ing day or, in any case,
soon thereafter, the same
person is appointed as the
Governor in another State
with hardly any cooling pe-
riod. Ordinarily, it is diffi-
cult to expect detachment
from party politics from
such a person while per-
forming the constitutional
functions as Governor,” the
court had highlighted the
need for a “cooling-off
period”.

Supreme Court judg-
ments have acknowledged
that coalition governments
have become the norm
rather than a rarity.

“Coalition governments
are in place in several
States and in fact at the
Centre. There is nothing
wrong in post-poll adjust-
ments, and when ideologi-
cal similarity weighs with
any political party to sup-
port another political par-
ty though there was no
pre-poll alliance... There is
nothing wrong in it,” the
court has observed.

08M. Governor must ensure formation of a stable government in a State

T A TR TR & 1o I GARaa FIAT ToqTT HT Feded ¢

The Governor should prevent complete breakdown of constitutional machinery leading to
President’s Rule in a State; it will be a failure of constitutional machinery if no party or group
is able to command a majority to form a popular government.

TSI 1 Ao 7 FIUTTrs o 3 o7 Fathetalr sl Aehat? =R Foredy sgafer ameet ama e,
afe; I oY Il A1 T ARAT THR T & fAT TgAd ITedd HIA H FeTH o7 & A T€
TaToIeh o T fawherar gt

The insistence that Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) president C. Joseph Vijay must prove

majority support in the Legislative Assembly is based on a time-tested legal principle that a
Governor’s first priority is the formation of a stable government to prevent the State from
slipping into a situation of complete breakdown of constitutional machinery, leading to

President’s Rule.

g SR foh Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) @& 31&T&T C. Joseph Vijay & faeme @om &
WWWWW,WW—WWWWW%%W%
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Tgell ITATAT AT U FXHR &1 375+ H¥al § dlish Ao Hatlarer o & qot gaer &1 [Py & o
ST 3R TSty e ofe] o &l

Supreme Court precedents have said a Governor cannot refuse to allow the formation of a
government once the majority is established.

Gt F1E & 7d forotat =1 er & o Sgad T 8 Siiel I Ao aTel THR e T At &

H SAPR AGI P TehT|
The only exception could be where the Governor is of the view that a stable government
may not be formed by the claimants.

Shael Ueh 379dIG 4 g1 HehdT ¢ S18 Io-JUTel TG HITdT gl foh GIAGRT GaRT feUT §IFR g1 Jof
Fehdl|

On the other hand, the court has noted that a Governor is not expected to wait indefinitely,
and in the process, encourage defections or adoption of other objectionable activities.

ga 3R, 3eTerd o el § foh ToTuTer O HTATREcTRTl Teh TATaTT hiet hl ITUET 7T T SiTell iR
3 YTshdT H Golagel IT 37 3 Toleleh ITATATEAT Sl I&IaT oTal 16.aT STl AT |

The apex court and the Sarkaria Commission have highlighted the importance of giving
Governors reasonable time to “explore alternatives with political parties, groups and
Independent MLASs” to form a stable government.

afed =g rerT 3T Sarkaria AT A 38 910 W SR 62T & o TSaTell ol AsTeAlTcleh gal,
Tl 3N T faumeh! & A “faehed demere” & fow 3fEa qay fear s =g arfs Raw
WHR T8 T Feh |

The phrase “reasonable time” is not defined in the Constitution.

“3fd g ereg T afkeTeT g 7 8T A TS B

The “alternatives” before the Governor in a hung Assembly will be to invite a pre-poll alliance
of parties with the largest number of seats to form the government first.

Teh TR TETeTEst AU & T “Tdehed” Ig g1 o el 31fereh Tt arel gl & Ja-
IATd ITSTET T Tgel TFR Fefled & foIT AR foham Sre|

The single largest party will be the second option if it could show majority support.

AT Ty 21 ATET SgAT T ferer T ol de g fashed gl

A post-poll alliance or coalition is the last option before the Governor.

AT & dTe; T IS AT ISSHS TeTaTel o HHe T Taehod BT &

A nine-judge Bench in the 1994 S.R. Bommai judgment, while endorsing this hierarchy of
preference, liberally added that the Governor could either go for the single largest party or
“group”.

1994 S.R. Bommai %&el 3 wit-~aranefieit & s o 57 JrifAehl 5 sl FelhT I §U Fel
foh TSaUTel Tehel FardY ST UIET AT “Heg” 1 &7 IMATIT & Fehel1 B |

It did not matter whether the “group” was formed before or after the election.

Ig AT 76T TGN foh “THE” IATT § Tgel F=11 AT AT 1S H|

It would be a case of failure of constitutional machinery if these alternatives fail, and no party
or group is able to command a majority to form a popular government.

aﬁamﬁwqﬁwﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁéaﬁmﬁmwawmwwaﬁmm,
ar I gaurfae aF Y fawear 1 AT g19m|

“Suppose after general elections, no political party or coalition of parties or groups is able to
secure absolute majority in the Legislative Assembly and despite the Governor’s exploring the
alternatives, the situation has arisen in which no political party is able to form stable
government, it would be a case of completely demonstrable inability of any political party to
form a stable government commanding the confidence of the majority members of the
legislature.

“HI AT T 31 AT b TG I HY TTeAfeh ATt AT TeiereT fyenarams i & qof sgad red
€T &R 1T IR TSI UTe G@RT Tdehed el & aTasie Y Feufe gere & forwe 18 s aret
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TR TIFHR AT &1 g1y, df Tg Tase & F fondt off Tratenifaes arét fir sretear g for ag
W%waﬁw%@wmmﬁ%%mwﬁl

e |t would be a case of failure of constitutional machinery,” the court observed in the Bommai
judgment.

Ig enfas aF Y RAGear 1 AT g191,” 31eTeld o Bommai Haer 3 g1

Partisan politics

TETITAYOT Jrsteifel

o However, the Supreme Court, in its seven-judge Bench judgment in Rameshwar Prasad
versus Union of India, has also cautioned against Governors misusing their office for
partisan politics.

grotifan, WW?MW—WT%E}?W Rameshwar Prasad &1 Union of
India & ISTUTE T 9= Te T ST FETATATYOT ITeTaiifer & FIT del o e ddrasi el &

o ‘“Whether it is a case of an existing government losing majority support or of installation of a
new government after fresh elections, the act of the Governor in recommending dissolution of
Assembly should be only with the sole object of preservation of the Constitution and not
promotion of political interests of one or the other party,” the court said.

T FISTET TR TEH TN & AT AT AT b TG 75 TP et TAETAHIT 3737 o7 BT FAwIRer
A FHI ASIUTST T 3682 Shdel HITHTT hY T&TT BIAT =T, o o forell Teh AT q@r gl &
TSTeiITde &l @l dGTdT galT,” 37GTeld of el

e The Rameshwar Prasad case flagged the criticism recorded in the Sarkaria Commission

that Governors have, more often than not, used their powers to recommend President’s Rule
under Article 356 to “promote the political interests of the party in power at the Centre”.

Rameshwar Prasad AT 3 Sarkaria YT ST 39 3Telra=T i 39R foham arar forae gr
AT AT o ATl = 3R JeTee5e 356 e ISgUfer AT 1 AR b & TEG el oh
T fgdi &l derar &t & fow &1 g

o “ltis seen that one day a person is in active politics in as much as he holds the office of the
Chief Minister or Minister or a party post and almost on the following day or, in any case, soon
thereafter, the same person is appointed as the Governor in another State with hardly any
cooling period.

“Tg W IAT 1o Teh ATl Teh TereT Aok TaTatifel # gIeAT & Fiifeh ag HEHAT AT HAT A7 ar
9E WX BT & 3R 3rerel €1 e a1 s wore a1e; 340 A Y q@t Usd o ToardTer faigerd X
e ST &, o= fonelt ‘feler ias &1

e Ordinarily, it is difficult to expect detachment from party politics from such a person while
performing the constitutional functions as Governor,” the court had highlighted the need for a
“cooling-off period”.
ITHAR R T IfFT § TSI & T H HAYTTeIeh sl el T TTeled X FHIA IIEf It &
3TCTaTTE ST 3TAETT AT TS BIaT 8, 3TeTeld o “GHicier-31Th NRIS” hr HTaezehel W SR 2|

e  Supreme Court judgments have acknowledged that coalition governments have become
the norm rather than a rarity.

GIH I o hifell o AT § T TSTUT FIFR 3T 3G 461 SToeh AAY A 57 78 ¢
e “Coalition governments are in place in several States and in fact at the Centre.

‘TSI TIHN s Tl # 3N areaa 7 &g & 8 Alope 81
e There is nothing wrong in post-poll adjustments, and when ideological similarity weighs with

any political party to support another political party though there was no pre-poll alliance...
There is nothing wrong in it,” the court has observed.

AT STE, HHAGNST H IS ITeld STl 781 8, IR ST TR FATAAT o 3R TR ig 9réf far
q&-YA1d ITGEI o GERT TEl 1 FHYT el ... THH IS Ieicl S 7161 &, JTGTerc] o el |
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EC lifts model
code in States
where polls
concluded

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) on Thursday an-
nounced the lifting of the
Model Code of Conduct
(MCC) following the decla-
ration of results of Assemb-
ly elections in Assam, Kera-
la, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and the Union Ter-
ritory of Puducherry, and
byelections in the Assemb-
ly constituencies in Guja-
rat, Karnataka, Maharash-
tra, Nagaland, and Tripura.
The MCC would, howev-
er, remain operational in
Falta of West Bengal,
where a fresh poll has been
ordered by the panel.
“Now that the results in
respect of general election
to the Legislative Assem-
blies of Assam, Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, West Bengal and
UT. of Puducherry, 2026
and by-elections in consti-
tuencies of Gujarat, Karna-
taka, Maharashtra, Naga-
land, and Tripura have
been declared by the con-
cerned Returning Offic-
ers... the Model Code of
Conduct has ceased to be
in operation with imme-
diate effect,” the EC said in
a letter to the chief secre-
taries and Chief Electoral
Officers of these States.

[0}
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08M. EC lifts model code in States where polls concluded

EC & 37 U1 # Al H13 g7 AT 5781 T Tt 81 TH 2

e The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday announced the lifting
of the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) following the declaration of results of
Assembly elections in Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and the
Union Territory of Puducherry, and byelections in the Assembly
constituencies in Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Nagaland, and
Tripura.

AT AT (EC) & IR ! Aol H15 AT H3FC (MCC) §T hT ENTOT T,
S 3rH, A, affrereng, aREe o i Fg anflra weer g3l 7 fumerger
TeATat & IROTH BT g1t & S1G AT oI, FaAled, AFRISE, AFTAS 3R
Brqr b farermerersn det oY sugeArat & e TS|

e The MCC would, however, remain operational in Falta of West
Bengal, where a fresh poll has been ordered by the panel.

greliieh, ITRea JTer & eral A MCC 37 Y oI1e] TQTT, STgl 317NT & Yo
HAGTe ST 31T g g

o “Now that the results in respect of general election to the Legislative
Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and U.T. of
Puducherry, 2026 and by-elections in constituencies of Gujarat,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Nagaland, and Tripura have been declared by
the concerned Returning Officers... the Model Code of Conduct has
ceased to be in operation with immediate effect,” the EC said in a letter to
the chief secretaries and Chief Electoral Officers of these States.

"3 ST A, e, AffeaTg, TREw Faer 3T Fg ol wder gz,
2026 & TIETTHHT 3HTH FoAral TUT TSI, Fellee, HERISE, aArmels AR B
& foraTeret a¥at & 3garal & gRome Faferd Refwir bRl garn aifvd ¢
fET ITT §... ATSeT IS 3P HFSFC dchlol THIT T FATCT 8 IATE,” EC o 3T
T3t & HET AiEat 3R 7eg AdTae st i det a7 7 Fel

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page24



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Scope of legal fiction in party mergers

Henry Maine called legal fiction an agency by which law adapts to changing societies. In the Indian context, a 1955 ruling delineating the scope of

legal fiction, reaffirmed by the Supreme Court in March, sets limits that the law on defections has yet to absorb.

LETTER AND SPIRIT

V. Venkatesan

he law has a long-standing
habit of pretending: that an
adopted child is the natural

child of the adoptive parents,

that a registered company is a person
capable of suing and being sued. Sir
Henry Maine, in Ancient Law (1861), called
the legal fiction one of three great
agencies, alongside equity and legislation,
by which law adapts to changing societies.

The device has not been universally
welcomed; historically, jurists worried
that fictions allowed judges to make law in
disguise. Lon Fuller, in his Stanford
monograph Legal Fictions (1967), laid
down the modern test: a fiction is honest
only when its falsity is openly
acknowledged; once it is “taken
seriously”, once people begin to treat the
pretence as fact, it loses its utility and
becomes dangerous. A fiction is a tool,
fashioned for a defined end, and works
only within that end.

On legal fiction in India

In Indian constitutional law, the leading
authority on this discipline is Bengal
Immunity Co. Ltd. vs State of Bihar (1955),
decided by a seven-judge Constitution
Bench. The case concerned a
Calcutta-based company that
manufactured vaccines and sera and sold
them to buyers in Bihar; Bihar sought to
tax those sales by relying on a deeming
clause then attached to Article 286(1) of
the Constitution, which treated a sale as
having taken place in the State where the
goods were delivered for consumption.
The Court rejected Bihar’s argument,
holding that the deeming clause served
only to fix the location of a sale for one
purpose and could not be stretched to
override the separate constitutional bar
on State taxation of inter-State trade.
Acting Chief Justice S.R. Das laid down the
formulation that has since governed: a
legal fiction is created for a definite

In April, the Rajya Sabha Chairman accepted the m:

purpose, must be limited to that purpose,
and must not be extended beyond its
legitimate field.

A complementary discipline came
from Lord Asquith of the House of Lords
in East End Dwellings Co. Ltd. vs Finsbury
Borough Council (1952): one must imagine
the necessary consequences of the
fiction, but must not let imagination
“boggle” beyond them. The Indian
Supreme Court adopted that formulation
in J.K. Cotton Spinning and Weaving Mills
Ltd. vs Union of India (1987), confining a
deeming fiction in the Central Excise
Rules to its stated purpose.

That this discipline remains current
was reaffirmed on March 10, 2026, in
Registrar Cane Cooperative Societies vs
Gurdeep Singh Narval by the Supreme
Court. The case concerned two sugarcane
growers’ cooperative societies, Bajpur
and Gadarpur, whose villages had fallen
partly in Uttar Pradesh and partly in
Uttarakhand after the new State was
carved out of Uttar Pradesh in 2000.
Years later, a member of the Bajpur
society argued that his society had

a5 i

erger of seven AAP MPs with BJP. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

cooperative society on the date of
bifurcation by virtue of a deeming clause
in Section 103 of the Multi-State
Cooperative Societies Act, 2002. Justices
P.S. Narasimha and Alok Aradhe rejected
the argument. The deeming fiction in
Section 103 had a defined purpose: to
govern societies whose stated objects
extended to more than one State. It could
not be extended to undo a completed
reorganisation of societies whose objects
were confined to a single State. The case
was about cooperative societies; the
principle it applied governs every
deeming clause in every statute.

The merger of political parties
Among the deeming clauses of political
consequence is paragraph 4(2) of the
Tenth Schedule of the Constitution (on
isqualification for defection).

Paragraph 4(2) provides that a merger
“shall be deemed to have taken place if,
and only if” the two-thirds is met. Read
against the Bengal Immunity case, these
words tell the adjudicator how to verify a
merger that has happened in the original
political party, not that the legislators’
assent is itself the merger.

That distinction was settled, on a
parallel clause, by a 2007 Constitution
Bench in Rajendra Singh Rana vs Swami
Prasad Maurya. The argument that a
legislature-party threshold could itself
satisfy the substantive event in the
original party would, the Court said,
render one limb of the clause redundant.
The court rejected it, holding further that
the Speaker has no independent power
under the Tenth Schedule to recognise
either a split or a merger. The Punjab and
Haryana High Court applied this in
Speaker, Haryana Vidhan Sabha vs
Kuldeep Bishnoi (2011): legislators alone
cannot effect a merger; the original
political party itself must take the
substantive decision.

Recent practice, however, has allowed
distortions. The Bombay High Court (Goa
Bench) has twice upheld merger orders
based solely on a two-thirds resolution of
legislators, in 2022 and January 2025; the
latter is under challenge before the
Supreme Court. In April, the Rajya Sabha
Chairman accepted, by administrative
decision, the merger of seven Aam Aadmi
Party MPs with the BJP on the same
reading. A disqualification petition by the
AAP has been filed. Bengal Immunity and
Rana, read together, would have arrived
at the opposite conclusion.

The reason is doctrinal. A deeming
clause read as constitutive ceases to be a
fiction. It becomes a substantive grant of
power: the power of a faction of

4 protects legislators when their original
political party merges with another and
two-thirds of the legislature party agree to
it.
‘The merger of the original party is the
1 ive condition: the lesislati

to declare a merger that the
parent political party has not authorised.
That is the danger Fuller named and
acting Chief Justice Das addressed when
he confined legal fictions to their definite
purpose.

is a journalist and legal

ally become a “Mul

hreshold is the verifying count.

08M. Scope of Legal Fiction in Party Mergers
garg et # RS Fegar &1 g

re‘szarcher.)

THE GIST

v

Among the deeming clauses of
political consequence is
paragraph 4(2) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution. It
protects legislators when their
original political party merges
with another and two-thirds of
the legislature party agree to it.

v

The Bombay High Court (Goa
Bench) has twice upheld
merger orders based solely on
a two-thirds resolution of
legislators. In April, the Rajya
Sabha Chairman accepted the
merger of seven Aam Aadmi
Party MPs with the BJP on the
same reading.

Henry Maine called legal fiction an agency by which law adapts to changing societies.

T8 A o Tl Feuan 1 Tar ATeTH TARIT ToTHeh SaRT Hlefel Seeld HHlSil & T T Tq I

el AT &

In the Indian context, a 1955 ruling delineating the scope of legal fiction, reaffirmed by the

Supreme Court in March, sets limits that the law on defections has yet to absorb.

AT deaT F, A& Fou=T & S Y TASE e arell 1955 T ok, T A 3 Iwaaw
AT CaRT of: YIS FeTet T 378, Tl WA (et e § Foiee aor-aeer faedy Freqer areflr
deh G TG TCHAT 8T Y YT g |

The law has a long-standing habit of pretending: that an adopted child is the natural child of
the adoptive parents, that a registered company is a person capable of suing and being

sued.

FTA A ol HHAY § TE AT T YT T & o Teh G aTereh Gich ATII-TAclT T Hepicieh Hellol
¢, TUT T Gofigh Faeit THT AT § i HHEHT X Fohell & 3R Fore I AT T ST Fehell

gl

Sir Henry Maine, in Ancient Law (1861), called the legal fiction one of three great

agencies, alongside equity and legislation, by which law adapts to changing societies.

T AT AT o1 A YEcieh TRV &F (1861) H FTefel! FodeT (arer FhFeret) I 3+ cliel JHqE
TIA H § Teh TATT, fS¥eteh ATETH 8 HIefel Serelcd TATST o HAR TIT Hl 3o AT 8,
31 &1 AT ~RIHIAAT (Equity) 3R fafafasior (Legislation) §1
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The device has not been universally welcomed; historically, jurists worried that fictions
allowed judges to make law in disguise.

38 HaEUT T WA Fliepta 761 fFen; Wgas v & faftdanst w1 a5 Riar @ %
FTTelt FeqaT ~ITATENR T ITIET T § Hlofel Falled h HeTAT S 8

Lon Fuller, in his Stanford monograph Legal Fictions (1967), laid down the modern test: a
fiction is honest only when its falsity is openly acknowledged; once it is “taken seriously”, once
people begin to treat the pretence as fact, it loses its utility and becomes dangerous.

Al o o 3TN FEABIS AATIE efrerel Reerew (1967) & 3Meyfareh Aleics T d fohar foh
HIS FHouaT T3l SHAAGR AT ST Hehcll B, STT 3HeA! AT 1 Gol &9 H FhR Foar AT,
Ty STa 38 “T8IRaT & forr STet ofet 3R ofieT 39 fe@na &l 27 ATt o397, e a8 e
3YAIRET @l &Y § 3R Wi &1 STt g

A fiction is a tool, fashioned for a defined end, and works only within that end.

Teh FTelell HEYAT Teh ITROT &, TS T fATRee 3eced & fow AT fhar s &, 3iR g dhael
38T 368eT T AT & AT SR A ¢

On legal fiction in India
HRA H FTeTell Foqar T

In Indian constitutional law, the leading authority on this discipline is Bengal Immunity Co.
Ltd. vs State of Bihar (1955), decided by a seven-judge Constitution Bench.

AR HATNF FTelet & 58 AU TN JH7E TSR F3mTer $I ) Fueit fafdes samr fer
TS (1955) T fAvTa g, for arg-=amanefieit areh afaemst dis = fear am)

The case concerned a Calcutta-based company that manufactured vaccines and sera and
sold them to buyers in Bihar; Bihar sought to tax those sales by relying on a deeming clause
then attached to Article 286(1) of the Constitution, which treated a sale as having taken place
in the State where the goods were delivered for consumption.

g ATHT Ush Feldhdl (€U H9 T TafAT AT, 3 Al 3R ERAT &1 AT 3¢ fgr &
TACRT &l T AT, [HER THR o 3aT fshl I T 90T T T fomar 31R saeh forw afaensr &
IeTeRT 286(1) H AR Ueh Flefell Hed=T Haeft graeTeT (deeming clause) &I FERT for,
s 31eTam faishT SE Tor 3 FH1eAY STl Y STe aEq¢ 3T g Tgeirs i 2ff|

The Court rejected Bihar’s argument, holding that the deeming clause served only to fix the

location of a sale for one purpose and could not be stretched to override the separate
constitutional bar on State taxation of inter-State trade.

Wﬁﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁmm?wﬁ?% deeming clause %ad T 3T 3ea2T
o o Trsht & TTeT TR st 8 7 3R & 0 HIAT Ao faEaTRa w161 T St dehelt & 7
FHR-TEAT TR R T FUT § Fo T JUh HAeTToreh A9 sl foed T <

Acting Chief Justice S.R. Das laid down the formulation that has since governed: a legal
fiction is created for a definite purpose, must be limited to that purpose, and must not be
extended beyond its legitimate field.

riaTeeh AT FATATE TH.3R. &1 =1 3 Reeid fadifed fhar, St 7« & Aelesien ser g3m
& Ueh SIee! FoaeT fohdll A TRad 3662d & forw e i ame §, 38 38 3egea as dfaa war
ST AR T, 3R 33 3Tt I T1AT I 37197 18T ST ST A1feT |

A complementary discipline came from Lord Asquith of the House of Lords in East End
Dwellings Co. Ltd. vs Finsbury Borough Council (1952): one must imagine the necessary
consequences of the fiction, but must not let imagination “boggle” beyond them.

T 3o fAeHid 8134 JHI® disw & dis MeFay garr East End Dwellings Co. Ltd. vs
Finsbury Borough Council (1952) ATeel & Y&dd fohar a1 o1 3 fFd &t faftrs wevan &
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eI IROTHT Y FHoTeT Tl AT, o] 37l Fomar 1 3o7 WA F T “afFa” 78r
gt ST AR |

The Indian Supreme Court adopted that formulation in J.K. Cotton Spinning and Weaving
Mills Ltd. vs Union of India (1987), confining a deeming fiction in the Central Excise
Rules to its stated purpose.

HRAT 3Tadd ~99Tad A 38 fAcyid &I J.K. Cotton Spinning and Weaving Mills Ltd. vs
Union of India (1987) A& # 319=Trar 3R FEr 3cute; e faait & AR faftrs aerar
(deeming fiction) &1 38 TN 366 deh HIfAd 1@

That this discipline remains current was reaffirmed on March 10, 2026, in Registrar Cane
Cooperative Societies vs Gurdeep Singh Narval by the Supreme Court.

I Faguid 3ot o JTefae §, ST I7: Yf¥e 10 AT 2026 T ITAH AT GART
Registrar Cane Cooperative Societies vs Gurdeep Singh Narval #el & ¥ 15|

The case concerned two sugarcane growers’ cooperative societies, Bajpur and
Gadarpur, whose villages had fallen partly in Uttar Pradesh and partly in Uttarakhand after
the new State was carved out of Uttar Pradesh in 2000.

g AT & el ScaTeh bR AIAT, TSR 3R MY, & TR o, fSieteh atla ay
2000 # 36X 92U & 1T A FATT SATeT o J1G, HAF T T I g2 3R 311k §9 I 3er@s

H AT IT A

Years later, a member of the Bajpur society argued that his society had automatically
become a “Multi-State” cooperative society on the date of bifurcation by virtue of a deeming
clause in Section 103 of the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002.

aut fe;, aTerqY AT & T Ge 2 Ig o 12T f& 3qeht AMATT Multi-State Cooperative
Societies Act, 2002 T ¢RT 103 # fafed faferes AaT 91aene (deeming clause) & &ROT
oo f A W ?rtraﬁ“ag-rmhu” HehRT FfATT o1 1S 2|

Justices P.S. Narasimha and Alok Aradhe rejected the argument.

wargfc it vw. aflweT 3K arelle 3/ & 59 O T iR |

The deeming fiction in Section 103 had a defined purpose: to govern societies whose
stated objects extended to more than one State.

4R 103 H fAfea faftre Agar 1 v [AfRaa 3eged un: 3+ afafal & Fafd s e
T 3662 Teh & 3T Tl oeh faeqa J|

It could not be extended to undo a completed reorganisation of societies whose objects were
confined to a single State.

@ﬁm*@ﬁﬂ?gddiod FI foREd L dF faeaRa Agr fhar ST Thdr T, TS
3652 hddl Ueh Usd deh WA |

The case was about cooperative societies; the principle it applied governs every deeming
clause in every statute.

Ig AT FehrI AIATAIT & Gt T, fohed] s@e o9, foharm aram Rericd Ycdsh el & fAfed
&< faftre #eaaT w1auTe (deeming clause) &t fAARd #Har g1

The merger of political parties

T Ifas gl &1 e

Among the deeming clauses of political consequence is paragraph 4(2) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Constitution (on disqualification for defection).

STaliTceh Hgcd dTel Fiefell Fedal At FUTl (deeming clauses) 7 HTAUTT T gaat
IR T ITTOE 4(2) THT &, S &oT-aeel o YR TR 3ATIAT & T &

Paragraph 4 protects legislators when their original political party merges with another and
two-thirds of the legislature party agree to it.
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31Tee 4 TaeIent Y TXETOT YTl 9l §, STT Sofehl el AsTelticra GTel ol 313 ot & faory
R ST & AR Tl ot & @) FeT 388 FEAd gl &

The merger of the original party is the substantive condition; the legislative threshold is the
verifying count.

el &of 1 faerr veh Alfae ord §; STafeh faem dear-aar shael 3HehT 9IS el &l ATedH &

Paragraph 4(2) provides that a merger “shall be deemed to have taken place if, and only if’
the two-thirds requirement is met.

ITTOE 4(2) T§ TG Xl & o faory ‘el 3R sharer Teft A1 SIrwen” ST &Y-foves v et
g &l
Read against the Bengal Immunity case, these words tell the adjudicator how to verify a

merger that has happened in the original political party, not that the legislators’ assent is itself
the merger.

ST FFYFAEY AW & THeeT H ¢ STl W, A e, TAUTGhell bl T a1 © o Fel Tstahfcien el
ﬁ@ﬁmﬁgﬁﬁﬁm;a%w%maﬁmﬁmﬁw%l

That distinction was settled, on a parallel clause, by a 2007 Constitution Bench in Rajendra
Singh Rana vs Swami Prasad Maurya.

U A I Teh GATATTR TG 3 TGe7 7 2007 Fr Giaemsr fis ¥ Weig R Wom a0 Faeh
g1 ARF ATl F TOse TR AT

The argument that a legislature-party threshold could itself satisfy the substantive event in the
original party would, the Court said, render one limb of the clause redundant.

AT o el foh Ig Teh fob AT el Y HEAT-HAT T8 el &of 7 Taoray b1 Hiferes Ter 1
T T Tehell §, TN 3 T R Y T3 57 3o

The court rejected it, holding further that the Speaker has no independent power under the
Tenth Schedule to recognise either a split or a merger.

Wﬁwﬁﬁmm?wmw%wa:wmwa;m
TRl faaTTSTeT a7 faer il Tada §F A AT ol T ATFT A6l gl

The Punjab and Haryana High Court applied this in Speaker, Haryana Vidhan Sabha vs
Kuldeep Bishnoi (2011): legislators alone cannot effect a merger; the original political party
itself must take the substantive decision.

gara 3 g 3T FarTeE A 56 guid # wfe, gRamn Ruerwen o Fady
fareal (2011) ATHE 3 S19] A G el 1 el LT frerr w1l T Feohel; FeT Tsfolifcieh el
T TIT Ig Alfers 0T ST gem|

Recent practice, however, has allowed distortions.

EITraT SRR &, e, R i o R

The Bombay High Court (Goa Bench) has twice upheld merger orders based solely on a
two-thirds resolution of legislators, in 2022 and January 2025; the latter is under challenge
before the Supreme Court.

FFY 3T ST (MNGT N3) & 2022 3 STFATH 2025 H & I/ Shaol [zt & a)-fags
YEATE & TR 9T e 3meet o) 3¢ SEIT; 578 A §1¢ aTell AT I & 3ITadd
ST & FHeT Felcl & 37efeT &

In April, the Rajya Sabha Chairman accepted, by administrative decision, the merger of
seven Aam Aadmi Party MPs with the BJP on the same reading.

3 H, AI/HT & FHITS 7 gemafare AT & Areas & ard 3ma e ardf arwel &
ARAT ST Ut 7 Iy T 38T TIEAT & YR IR TR T for|

A disqualification petition by the AAP has been filed.

ITH 3MEAT It SaRT T I ET AT SRR A IS |

Bengal Immunity and Rana, read together, would have arrived at the opposite conclusion.

g7 Bengal Immunity 31X Rana #TH@! I A1 96T ST, a’fa‘sﬂﬂ?mmwt@ﬂﬁl
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e Thereason is doctrinal.
S HRUT Hgwifas |
e A deeming clause read as constitutive ceases to be a fiction.
Ster farelt farfrer AaraT gt (deeming clause) T FotallcHe 3SR & &9 & Tgl AT &,
ar g fafe wegan ¢ @ S|

e |t becomes a substantive grant of power: the power of a faction of legislators to declare a
merger that the parent political party has not authorised.

dE Ueh arediden HTARR FeleT el aTell Fatilel SeT STl § — 37T TAETeht & Teh I[e i TH
farerar & ewoT sntet Y e &, oIl Heot Tstaliferer ger ¥ 3if8ehc w7éT fohar gl

e That is the danger Fuller named and acting Chief Justice Das addressed when he confined
legal fictions to their definite purpose.

T8N TE TWoRT AT Forgehl 3T ol o Hehel T AT 3R SrfaTges HET =grarelier g o 38
HNAT At g Faftreh smeqemsit 1 33 AR 3egea e WA T@r 2|

Labour challenged from all sides in UK. elections

Over 5000 seats in 136 councils in England were up for grabs, with Labour defending 2,566 seats and the Conservatives 1.364; PM Starmer has struggled to keep the centrist and left flank of his party

together over immigration and welfare policies; he has also suffered reputational damage over the appointment of Peter Mandelson, the UK’s former envoy to the US. who had close links to Epstein

sﬁramm immigration and welfare

LONDON

ritish Prime Minis-
| | R
and his Labour

party were faced with the
prospect of serious politi-
cal damage as voting got
under way in council elec-
tions in England and As-
sembly elections in Scot-
land and Wales on
Thursday.

More than 5,000 seats
in 136 councils in England
were up for grabs, with La-
bour defending 2,566 seats
and the Conservatives,
1,364 seats. The last elec-
tions for these seats were
in 2022, when the nativist
Reform UK had won just
two seats. Last year, Re-
form had won 667 seats -
the largest number — that
were up for elections.

Mr. Starmer has strug-
gled to keep the centrist
and left flank of his party
together over policies
around attempts to tighten

spending. He has also suf-
fered reputational damage
- including in his own par-
ty - over the appointment
of Peter Mandelson, the
U.K’s former envoy to the
U.S. who had close links to
the convicted paedophile
and financier, Jeffrey Ep-
stein. Labour is faced with
the prospect of losing votes
to both Reform on the right
and the Greens on the left.
Some, such as the Universi-
ty of Oxford's Stephen
Fischer, project Labour to
lose as much as 1,900
seats, or three quarters of
its current tally.

“Those outcomes are so
bad that the specifics don't
matter,” said Tim Bale, a
political scientist of Queen
Mary University of Lon-
don, when asked how bad
Labour’s performance
would need to be for it to
end Mr. Starmer’s
premiership.

“And in any case the de-
cision as to whether or not

to oust Starmer depends
less on how bad the results
are ... more on whether
they think anyone capable
of challenging the PM can
really improve the govern-
ment’s ratings” Mr. Bale
told The Hindu.

Labour is fighting the
Greens in inner London
boroughs and the Greens
and Liberal Democrats in
the Northern metros such
as Leeds and Sheffield. It is
fighting Reform UK in oth-
er northern metros like
Sunderland and Barnsley.

‘The Conservatives, who
suffered big losses in the
2024 general election,
could lose 1,010 seats ac-
cording to Mr. Fisher. They
are defending their seats in
rural counties and the out-
er boroughs of London.

“I did not vote this
year,” said Sam Arora, a 39-
year old British Indian bu-
sinessman, from Wembley,
a London area that is home
to many South Asians.

“I find politics in this

Keir Starmer and his wife Victoria Starmer leave after casting their
votes at a polling station in central London on Thursday. AP

country has really sort of
taken a turn,” he added.
Mr. Arora, who runs a busi-
ness engaged in interna-
tional trade used to vote
for the Conservatives but
feels the party is “becom-
ing a bit too far right”.

In both Scotland and
Wales, Labour was project-
ed to come in third - trail-
ing behind Reform.

In Scotland, all 129 plac-
es in the Scottish Assembly
at Holyrood were contest-

08M. Labour challenged from all sides

U.K. garat & o arét &t @it 307 F gat

ed, with voters animated
by issues around the cost
of living, health and social
care and immigration, as
per a Savanta poll for the
BBC. (The online poll sur-
veyed 2,136 people over 16
in Scotland, between Janu-
ary 29 and February 6).
The Scottish National
Party (SNP), which won
the election in 2021, with
64 seats - i.e., just one seat
short of a majority - ran a
campaign around Scottish

independence, promising
a referendum on secession
from the U.K., as early as
2028. A 2022 Supreme
Court ruling had given the
UK. Parliament the sole
power to call such a refe-
rendum, the last of which
was in 2014.

First Minister John Swin-
ney had said in recent
‘weeks that the SNP getting
a majority in Holyrood
would be a solid argument
for Westminster to give Ho-
lyrood the power to call a
referendum.

Reforming NHS
However, a YouGov poll re-
leased on Wednesday, pro-
jected the SNP to win 62
seats, with Reform coming
in second with 19 seats and
Scottish Labour following
closely behind in third
place with 17 seats. The
Greens were projected to
get 16 seats, twice as many
as they won in 2021.
Reforming the National
Health Service (NHS), Bri-

in U.K. elections

tain’s healthcare system,
has been at the top of the
list for Scottish Labour's
leader, Anas Sarwar, a
former dentist. Mr. Sarwar
had urged voters to “save
the NHS” which was “not
safe” with the SNP and its
leader.

In Wales, the Senedd
(Assembly) is also being ex-
panded from a strength of
60 members to 96, with ev-
ery seat being contested.
The same three issues —
cost of living, healthcare
and immigration ranked
on top of Welsh voters con-
cerns in another Savanta
poll of 2086 Welsh adults.

Labour has run the de-
volved (partly autono-
mous) government in
Wales ever since the Se-
nedd was formed in 1999.
Polls published at the end
of April and in early May
have generally projected
centre-left nationalist par-
ty Plaid Cymru coming in
first, closely followed by
Reform and Labour com-

ingin third.

Plaid leader Rhun ap lo-
werwerth, launching his
manifesto in April had
called a vote for Reform “a
proxy vote for the politics
of Trump”, referring to the
U.S. President. The party
appears to have tamped
down its approach to an in-
dependence referendum,
saying instead in its manif-
esto that it would prepare a
report on whether Wales
should be independent
from the UK.

Support for Welsh La-
bour had been declining
before Labour formed the
UK. government in 2024,
according to Jac Larner, a
professor of political beha-
viour at Cardiff University.
But Mr. Starmer has not
helped, he said. “In es-
sence, Labour are paying a
double cost of governing
here — paying the price for
an unpopular Welsh Go-
vernment and an unpopu-
lar UK Government,” Mr.
Larner said.

e Over 5,000 seats in 136 councils in England were up for grabs, with Labour defending
2,566 seats and the Conservatives 1,364.

$Iols & 136 FERASET & 5,000 ¥ 31f® €T gig W of, AT da¥ 2,566 Hiet Fr 187 FT T ot
3R Ferdfeew 1,364 Hiet Fi

e Prime Minister Starmer has struggled to keep the centrist and left flank of his party together
over immigration and welfare policies.

JUT#HAT Starmer 379 Ut & AEARI 3T amageft a2 1 g 3 wegmor Afaat
Tehole TT H HERY T8 & |

e He has also suffered reputational damage over the appointment of Peter Mandelson, the
U.K.’s former envoy to the U.S. who had close links to Epstein.

3+¢ Peter Mandelson aﬁrﬁgﬁ—rﬁﬁmﬁuﬁwéﬁiﬁwgm g TUK. &qd
AR g A 3R ST Epstein & e Haer A

e British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and his Labour party were faced with the prospect of
serious political damage as voting got under way in council elections in England and
Assembly elections in Scotland and Wales on Thursday.
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fafeer wurarsElt Keir Starmer 3R 3o7ehT Qe qTéf oY 3180 TSt TcTeh w]ehafleT hT HeTe=T T
HIHAT AT TST Fifeh AR T 53cls, Fhicols AR dod H H3e IR FAUTAHHT Foi1a A&
gu|

9
More than 5,000 seats in 136 councils in England were up for grabs, with Labour
defending 2,566 seats and the Conservatives 1,364 seats.

Z7ol3 & 136 HEFAA 7 5,000 ¥ 31fF W g W off, 5737 A 2,566 el 3R wodfeew
1,364 Hiel Fr 38T a § I

The last elections for these seats were in 2022, when the nativist Reform UK had won just
two seats.

o1 et & forw foer g=11a 2022 :ﬁ'rgaﬂ T, 9 Hativist Reform UK = hdel ar EIE ST AT
Last year, Reform had won 667 seats — the largest number — that were up for elections.

Ol a¥ Reform o 667 TS Sl AT — S Ford 3110k ot — it geara & i

Mr. Starmer has struggled to keep the centrist and left flank of his party together over policies
around attempts to tighten immigration and welfare spending.

#T Starmer 319sT 9TET & ALIATIIT IR ITATLT U3 F ATFereT 3R FHeAT0T @F T&A FA T
AT T Tehole TWa & Ha¥ H T &
He has also suffered reputational damage — including in his own party — over the

appointment of Peter Mandelson, the U.K.’s former envoy to the U.S. who had close links to
the convicted paedophile and financier Jeffrey Epstein.

ﬁMé’rﬁﬁﬁWﬂﬂﬂHgﬂT? T@EH Peter Mandelson @rﬁ'ﬂféﬁaﬁw
ST UK. & 9d 3R g & 3R SIS SeX1T 91T FieT 3TeRTely 3R faefiaes Jeffrey Epstein &
FHE T @A T

Labour is faced with the prospect of losing votes to both Reform on the right and the
Greens on the left.

AT 9Tl &Y 1T 3T Reform 3T 1T 31T Greens QAT & 31 Wit &Y FHIGAT T AHAT 1

Some, such as the University of Oxford’s Stephen Fischer, project Labour to lose as much
as 1,900 seats, or three quarters of its current tally.

W%@WG\@T Oxford University & Stephen Fischer T 3eAT & fof @& ST879T 1,900 e
BN Thcll &, TTeAT 3Heh! Higfer et &1 cier-diers fgear|

“Those outcomes are so bad that the specifics don’t matter,” said Tim Bale, a political
scientist of Queen Mary University of London, when asked how bad Labour’s performance
would need to be for it to end Mr. Starmer’s premiership.

“I IROTH el WIS & Toh [da0T ARIeT 716T I&d,” Queen Mary University of London &
TrSteifeieh dTfeieh Tim Bale = gl STel 3eT8 BT 1T foh ol T Ferle fohelell TRIS glell e T
i Starmer &Y FeT=THEAT Ug W A wenfad &t

“And in any case the decision as to whether or not to oust Starmer depends less on how bad
the results are ... more on whether they think anyone capable of challenging the PM can
really improve the government’s ratings,” Mr. Bale told The Hindu.

“31R foraly 8t TRufa & Starmer 1 geret T [T 50 W Fer fAIR Ham o aRome fvds @
¢, 9Tesh 38 T 31T o F7 IS ThToush AdT TIHR I AT UR TRl §,” Mr. Bale o The

Hindu T SarT|

Labour is fighting the Greens in inner London boroughs and the Greens and Liberal
Democrats in northern metros such as Leeds and Sheffield.

AT 9Tl 3aRe st & Greens & 31K 393 A8 S Leeds 3 Sheffield 7 Greens 31X
Liberal Democrats & Hehreell X g1 8

Itis fighting Reform UK in other northern metros like Sunderland and Barnsley.

g 37T 3 A S Sunderland 3 Barnsley & Reform UK & 15 WY &1
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The Conservatives, who suffered big losses in the 2024 general election, could lose 1,010
seats according to Mr. Fischer.

2024 3TH 11 Fardr GERilC EC] gﬁ Conservatives 9Tél Mr. Fischer 3?3-1@1? 1,010 #&
@Y gHhl g

They are defending their seats in rural counties and the outer boroughs of London.

I JTHAOT 81T 3R TGt & STELT STl H 3Te1 HIeT i 6T e &

“l did not vote this year,” said Sam Arora, a 39-year-old British Indian businessman from
Wembley.

“HeT 3 TTeT dIC o181 164T,” Sam Arora, 39 a¥i fafeer- TR cgaardt & #egrT, it Wembley &
gl

“I find politics in this country has really sort of taken a turn,” he added.
“HSY AT & foh 50 U T ASTANT 7 Teh 376191 81 Al o foAT 8, 3giad S|

Mr. Arora, who runs a business engaged in international trade used to vote for the
Conservatives but feels the party is “becoming a bit too far right”.

Mr. Arora, ST 3TdRATSEIT SATIR T SFGTT Telld &, gl Conservatives &I ale ¢ & oifdhel 319
3¢ oTeln § o ol “sgat e afarorde” 8 @ ¥

In both Scotland and Wales, Labour was projected to come in third — trailing behind Reform.
Tehicels AR ded et 7 oaR 9Tél & AR TUTeT W 3Te 71 3TAT 9T — Reform & diey|

In Scotland, all 129 seats in the Scottish Assembly at Holyrood were contested.

Tpicals 7 Holyrood T&d Scottish Assembly &t @3 129 Hiel T AT G|

Voters were focused on issues like cost of living, health and social care, and immigration.
HACTAT ShaeT ITIeT Y ART, TR UG ARAITF S@Te, 3R 3Tareter S Hegl W &foa 4

The Scottish National Party (SNP), which won in 2021 with 64 seats, campaigned around
Scottish independence.

Scottish National Party (SNP), foraiel 2021 # 64 HIE Sl &Y, & TN FIAFT & Heg T
TR e

Plaid leader Rhun ap lowerwerth called a vote for Reform a “proxy vote for the politics of
Trump”.

Plaid & T Rhun ap lowerwerth s Reform & foIT @i & “Trump &Y TSTelifa & folT 319caeT
are” FeTl
The party has toned down its approach to independence, instead promising a report on
whether Wales should be independent.

91l & TIATAT UX 37911 3 7 fhaT § 3R 30 Soir 3o T TadadT W R SR et &1
arer AT 1

Support for Welsh Labour had been declining before Labour formed the UK government in
2024.

oA Y T AN 2024 H UK TIPR §e71 ¥ Igol &1 T¢ 8T AT

Labour is paying a “double cost of governing”, according to Professor Jac Larner.

WIhET Jac Larner & 3eTHR olsR “YMHeT T STeT I T T &

He said this includes an unpopular Welsh Government and an unpopular UK Government.
3egiel el foh SHH Teh ITAIh 9T del AhR 3R 3Tl IIT UK TIHR alal M & |
Reforming the NHS has been a key issue for Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar.

NHS & FER TR ofsk #icT Anas Sarwar & T Jo@ #eer @1 8|

He urged voters to “save the NHS” which he said was “not safe” with SNP.

3giol AAGIAT & “NHS 1 Farrer” ot 3rfer 1 31 et fon SNP & | a1 “gefare =1¢1 &
In Wales, the Senedd is being expanded from 60 to 96 members, with every seat contested.
ded # Senedd FT 60 & TGIFT 96 T fHAT 51T 7T & 3N & AT WX JoT1a &1 BT B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Key issues for Welsh voters included cost of living, healthcare, and immigration.

A AJCTA3NT & YA Heal ¥ Siaet ATt A AR, FTIRLT JaT 3R 3ot affier I
e Labour has governed Wales since the Senedd was formed in 1999.

X 1999 H Senedd Sefel & J1G & dod H ATHA X Tl 6l
e Polls suggested Plaid Cymru may come first, followed by Reform and Labour in third.

T&TUT F TTATT ST 31T & Plaid Cymru Tgel T7e W, Reform g@aX 3R ofe) olier #u1eT

R 3T el §
o Plaid leader said voting Reform is like a “proxy vote for Trump politics”.

Plaid 7dT T @gT fah Reform @Y @l T “Trump T AT & folT 379cTeT aie” S1ar gl
e The party has softened its stance on independence referendum.

UIET o TATTAT STAFT TUE O IYAT TG A fhaT g
e Welsh Labour support was already declining before 2024 UK government formation.

2024 UK TRSR §elal ¥ Tgol &1 a2l &) T THYT g 8T AT
e Labour faces a “double cost of governing”, said Professor Jac Larner.

IhET Jac Larner o7 gl foh laR “QTHeT T 1T hieAd” T JTHT L 8T ¢

GS Paper Il: Governance 08 May 2026
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08M

Why are fathers missing in reproductive health interventions

Yotelel TATELY gEaaral & frar #at squfeya §
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Why are fathers missing in

reproductive health interventions

A fatherss lifestyle, diet, exercise, exposure to stress and other

factors, can

e the next generation, influencing traits in their children: yet. men are barely involved in
reproductive health programmes in India; under the RMNCH+A program, male involvement remains limited to the supplementation of iron tablets to adolescent boys

ndia’s Reproductive, Maternal,

Newborn, Child and Adolescent

Health (RMNCH+A) programme has

steadily reduced maternal
mortality, neonatal deaths, and childhood
mortality over the past three decades.
Success is undeniable, when measured by
survival. Yet, a quieter concern is
surfacing in clinics and epidemiological
data. Many children appear more
vulnerable to recurrent infections,
metabolic disturbances, and reduced
physical robustness. The question is no
longer about survival alone, but also
about the biological quality of that
survival. Increasingly, scientists are
beginning to suspect that something
fundamental may be missing in how we
understand the inheritance of traits from
parents.

Missing fathers
Reproductive health within the health
system has traditionally focused almost
exclusively on mothers. Antenatal care,
maternal nutrition, and institutional
deliveries form the core of national
programmes. Fathers, in contrast, have
largely remained outside the biological
narrative. Emerging scientific evidence
now suggests that this omission may not
be trivial. A father’s diet, lifestyle,
exposure to toxins, stress and
environment — long before conception —
may influence the biology of the child in
ways we are only beginning to
understand. This shifts the conversation
we need to have from a mother-centric
model to a more inclusive, bi-parental

ing of health issi

The traditional model of reproduction
is straightforward. The ovum contributes
maternal genetic material, and the sperm
delivers the paternal genome. The fusion
of these two forms is a zygote, which
develops under the guidance of DNA. In
this framework, the father’s role is limited
to the transmission of DNA. His lifestyle
choices (including whether he exercised,
smoked, or lived in polluted
surroundings) were believed to have no
bearing on what was passed on. For over
a century, this model was reinforced by
August Weismann’s idea of the
blood-testis barrier, which held that
environmental influences cannot affect
germ (sperm and egg) cells. According to
this view, a man’s lifestyle, whether
healthy or harmful, would not influence
the sperm in a way that could be passed
on to the next generation. The sperm was
seen as a passive carrier of DNA, insulated
from the external environment.

This assumption began to weaken in
the early 2010s, when studies
demonstrated that paternal exposures
such as poor diet, alcohol

New findings: In India, there is no structured focus on paternal preconception health, no systemau( screening for lifestyle risks among prospective fathers,
and minimal emphasis on environmental exposures that may affect sperm quality. GETTY IMAGES

information. These molecules could
regulate gene expression in early
embryos, effectively transmitting
information about the father’s
environment without altering the genetic
code itself. This discovery marked a shift
in biology, suggesting that inheritance is
more dynamic than previously believed.
However, one key question remained
unanswered: how exactly are these
signals transmitted, and how do they
shape the child’s biology?

New evidence
A recent study published in Cell
Metabolism by Chinese researchers adds
an important layer to this evolving story.
In this study, male mice that underwent
structured treadmill exercise for eight
weeks produced offspring with
A s s -

function. By relieving this inhibition, the
embryo is programmed towards
enhanced oxidative metabolism and
mitochondrial development. The study
further strengthens this causal pathway
by injecting sperm-derived small RNAs
from exercised fathers into normal
embryos, which then reproduced similar
metabolic and endurance phenotypes in
offspring. It suggests that these RNA
molecules are not merely markers, but
active agents of inheritance.

precise fate of these microRNAs after
fertilisation is not fully understood. It
remains unclear how long they persist,
which genes they consistently target, and
whether their effects extend beyond the
first generation. Furthermore, the
findings are based entirely on animal
models, and extrapolation to humans
must be done cautiously. Human
reproductive biology is more complex,
and environmental exposures are far
more variable. There is also a limited

ing of d

One of the most mtngumg
concerns how these mol signals

P
that is, how much lifestyle

bypass the classical Weismann barrier.

The study suggests that systemic

physiological states, such as increased

muscular PGC-la activity during exercise,

can influence the composition of small

RNAs in sperm. While the exact transport
ism remains unclear, it is

metabolic profiles. Qi itatiy these
offspring ran longer and covered greater
distances in treadmill tests, with
statistically significant differences often
exceeding 30% - 40% compared to
offspring of sedentary fathers. Oxygen
consumption measurements showed
higher VO2 levels across light and dark
cycles, indicating enhanced metabolic
efficiency. Muscle analysis revealed a shift
towards oxidative fibre types, with a
notable increase in type I and type Ila
fibres and a reduction in glycolytic fibres.

‘The most compelling contribution of
the study lies in its proposed mechanism.
The researchers demonstrate that
paternal exercise alters the profile of
sperm NAs, a class of small

and environmental toxins could influence
offspring traits. These traits were not
encoded in DNA changes, but appeared to
be transmitted through epigenetic
mechanisms. Small molecules,
particularly RNA fragments in sperm,
were identified as carriers of such

non-coding RNAs. These microRNAs are
delivered to the oocyte at fertilisation and
interact with early embryonic transcripts.
The study suggests that microRNAs
suppress nuclear receptor corepressor 1, a
molecule that normally inhibits PGC-la, a
master regulator of mitochondrial

Ly ised that circulating RNA

change is required to produce measurable
effects in offspring.

What needs to be done

Even though we still don’t fully
understand how a father’s lifestyle
influences his child’s biology, what is
mcreasmgly clear is that it does. This
however, is yet to translate

or vesicle-mediated transport
systems may allow signals from somatic
tissues to influence germ cells. In effect,
the barrier is not absolute but selectively
permeable to regulatory molecules,
particularly small RNAs that can
re-programme gene expression without
altering DNA.

During fertilisation, the sperm does
more than deliver DNA. It contributes a
complex molecular cargo, including
proteins and RNA fragments. These
molecules interact with the oocyte
cytoplasm and influence the earliest

into policy action.

In India, under the RMNCH+A
program, male involvement remains
limited to the supplementation of iron
tablets to adolescent boys. There is no
structured focus on paternal
preconception health, no systematic
screening for lifestyle risks among
prospective fathers, and minimal

that may affect sperm quality.
Addressing lifestyle factors such as
physlcal acuv:ty, substance use, and

stages of embryonic
The study hlghllghts tha( sperm
microRNAs can act after

among men of
reproducuve age may offer a low-cost,

fertilisation, modifying transcriptional
networks before the embryo begins its
own gene expression. This early window
appears critical, as small changes in gene
regulation at this stage can lead to lasting
physiological differences in the offspring.
Several uncertainties persist. The

pact strategy to improve
population health across generations. If
these findings hold true in humans, the
implications are profound.

(Dr. C. Aravinda is an academic and
public health physician. The views
expressed are personal.
aravindaaiimsjriO@hotmail.com)

THE GIST

v

Reproductive health within the
health system has traditionally
focused almost exclusively on
mothers. Fathers, in contrast,
have largely remained outside
the biological narrative.
Emerging scientific evidence
now suggests that this
omission may not be trivial

v

Arecent study published in Cell
Metabolism by Chinese
researchers showed that male
mice that underwent
structured treadmill exercise
for eight weeks produced
offspring with significantly
improved endurance and
metabolic profiles

v

Addressing lifestyle factors
such as physical activity,
substance use, and
environmental exposures
among men of reproductive
age may offer a low-cost,
high-impact strategy to
improve population health
across generations

08M. Why are fathers missing in reproductive health interventions

Yoletel FaIELY gEaardl 3 frar #41 srqafeya §

o A father’s lifestyle, diet, exercise, exposure to stress and other factors, can programme the
next generation, influencing traits in their children; yet, men are barely involved in
reproductive health programmes in India; under the RMNCH+A programme, male
involvement remains limited to the supplementation of iron tablets to adolescent boys.

T T T shaerdlelt, 3meR, 4/, darma 3R 31T R 37Tl DE S I FHT Tohd g,
forarey et 3 o7 e gl € TR oft 1 # ot &7 STy soreier FaTeed FRiFHA! & Tga
& & RMNCH+A FTIHH o g To8 o EMERT Shael TohRllT oTSehl &l 3R oele &t oieh

ofAT B

e India’s Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A)
programme has steadily reduced maternal mortality, neonatal deaths, and childhood
mortality over the past three decades.
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HI T YoteTet, A, AT, a1 3R R Fareer (RMNCH+A) FRiwH ol i gerpl #
A HF, A g IR FTel Feg &I 1 oRIIAR A oA 7 Thel 6T 8

Success is undeniable, when measured by survival.

A W@ & IR 9T AT TN AGAAT ABRT AT ST HehelT|

Yet, a quieter concern is surfacing in clinics and epidemiological data.

R 3Tt Fhfent 31X FgTary faamet 3er & ueh i Riar SR W@ &

Many children appear more vulnerable to recurrent infections, metabolic disturbances, and
reduced physical robustness.

&S e TR-TR Glot dTel HhAUN, TATTe Fath TSaT3AT 3N o AR AT o6 Ifet 3fere
HdeeTele fg@rg g 81

The question is no longer about survival alone, but also about the biological quality of that
survival.

379 92T Sha ol SiTdcl Tge1 I el Sioeh 38 Siidet & Si{deh JoTaT 87 g

Increasingly, scientists are beginning to suspect that something fundamental may be missing
in how we understand the inheritance of traits from parents.

AT T 379 T BlA o9 & Toh ATAT-cT & It Y AR T THS H Fo Hifereh 1 T
wrel

Missing fathers

e Rar

Reproductive health within the health system has traditionally focused almost exclusively on
mothers.

TR YOTR 3 Tofofel FAR TRURE T § SITHT T e AT N Hed @8 |

Antenatal care, maternal nutrition, and institutional deliveries form the core of national
programmes.

THATE ST, AN FIV0T 3R FEATT T TSET Frishat 1 7E e |
Fathers, in contrast, have largely remained outside the biological narrative.

30 o, AT e oeh & e s W E

Emerging scientific evidence now suggests that this omission may not be trivial.

3R AATTeIeh THATOT I 8 Tob TG SULT AT TET &1 Hehell |

A father’s diet, lifestyle, exposure to toxins, stress and environment — long before conception
— may influence the biology of the child in ways we are only beginning to understand.

T &1 3R, Shaaiel, fawerd uerat & Tueh, aaira 3iR aTdraoT — ITTIROT & HhY Igel —
T Y SHTehl T T AT & FHTTAT 9 el © Toles 6 313N THSAT YE G AT 8|

This shifts the conversation we need to have from a mother-centric model to a more inclusive,
bi-parental understanding of health transmission.

e <l 1 AT-hiod AlseT § Teerent 31Tt FATALN, Sfa-3rfsaehy Ty F=ror T gHs
& 3R o AT

The traditional model of reproduction is straightforward.

RN GoTeled AlSeT BIA &1

The ovum contributes maternal genetic material, and the sperm delivers the paternal genome.
37STV] AT 3T I FTHAT ST & 3 YShI0T TG Sl Felo AT B |

The fusion of these two forms is a zygote, which develops under the guidance of DNA.

ST alel o AT & FATSINE AT &, ST DNA & ARTee & R fad giar &1

In this framework, the father’s role is limited to the transmission of DNA.

$H aId 31 TdT hr 3fHhT dhael DNA & gl e HITAd gl

His lifestyle choices (including whether he exercised, smoked, or lived in polluted
surroundings) were believed to have no bearing on what was passed on.
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TG AT SITT AT 7o SHhT SHaeTQiell (S8 SATATH, YHIT AT TG ATATaR0T H Ig=1T) I 3Tell
ST TR IS THIE LT TS|

For over a century, this model was reinforced by August Weismann’s idea of the blood-
testis barrier, which held that environmental influences cannot affect germ (sperm and egg)
cells.

T HET W 3% AT I g FAisel August Weismann & blood-testis barrier fgaia &
HST I TgT, Toeh 3eTaR TATaRON FeTd STeT hITRABIHT (SHIIT 3R 37ST0T) Y FaIfaet =Ter
H Gohl |

According to this view, a man’s lifestyle, whether healthy or harmful, would not influence the
sperm in a way that could be passed on to the next generation.

3 GfSERIUT & TR, Y&V I Shaareich Tae g1 I7 glfcishieh, SHeAT THIT YShIV] 9T THT &Aet
TST ST 313Telt it T Tg |

The sperm was seen as a passive carrier of DNA, insulated from the external environment.
QISAIYT T DNA T Teh A TSha aTgeh ATAT ST 2T, SiY STeT aTcre’or & FRIaTd B g |

This assumption began to weaken in the early 2010s, when studies demonstrated that
paternal exposures such as poor diet, alcohol consumption, and environmental toxins could
influence offspring traits.

Ig YROT 2010 & Y3l aNT 7 HASR ot 9N ST HEAA o7 ferr foh TR 38R, ;RIS
Yol AR T TaRoNe fasTere Tere) SIE e doeh Helleil & 0T e FeATTAT T Hehel 8 |

These traits were not encoded in DNA changes, but appeared to be transmitted through
epigenetic mechanisms.

REIL DNAW@H@TW@W??%WW@FW@?W@I

Small molecules, particularly RNA fragments in sperm, were identified as carriers of such
information.

oI T, TaRIY &9 & YhI] # Hisie RNA Ths, 58 SR & algeh & &9 H gdle v |

These molecules could regulate gene expression in early embryos, effectively transmitting
information about the father's environment without altering the genetic code itself.

3 307 YR o1 F Sff HTHeATFT I AT X Foh €, TTa@ AT o aTcraRor i SileTehry
=TT DNA Scol 81 TATATTRA & STl &

This discovery marked a shift in biology, suggesting that inheritance is more dynamic than
previously believed.

S8 TSt o a1l # Feelrd o iR @ & Feregeraar gger & it arfarefier &1

However, one key question remained unanswered: how exactly are these signals transmitted,
and how do they shape the child’s biology?

gmﬁwma{ﬁqmyaﬁaﬂy@aﬁamﬁmwﬁﬁqgaﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁaﬁm
P FY PR ST 8?2

New evidence
o T YHTUT

A recent study published in Cell Metabolism by Chinese researchers adds an important layer
to this evolving story.

AT eNTRAT3T GaRT Cell Metabolism # Y1 Teh gTfordT 3eadeT 56 faswfAd g Yer dett!
A Tk AgcaquT Wl ST

In this study, male mice that underwent structured treadmill exercise for eight weeks
produced offspring with significantly improved endurance and metabolic profiles.

SH AT H, 3776 Aoellg Ieh T CSTHST SARITH F¥el alel 7 Gl of TH HATeA! hl Sfea f&AT
o1 ggarerfad 3R Tamg=T Wiwrs e Sy 9gav Y|
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Quantitatively, these offspring ran longer and covered greater distances in treadmill tests, with
statistically significant differences often exceeding 30% - 40% compared to offspring of
sedentary fathers.

TEIIcHS T, $oT ATl o T gl Teh &I oS 3R 30%-40% & ek g FedieT
TR

Oxygen consumption measurements showed higher VO2 levels across light and dark cycles,
indicating enhanced metabolic efficiency.

3TFHISTeT 3THET AT H VO2 TX 37T UIT 31T, Y Sga TATTIY &TdT &l g &1

Muscle analysis revealed a shift towards oxidative fibre types, with a notable increase in type
| and type lla fibres and a reduction in glycolytic fibres.

AT fFeVoT F JTFdEfed WEsR T 3R Seond @ 13T, THE# sy | 3R lla BEsR §¢
3R ToTEsFIaEieS BT ue|

The most compelling contribution of the study lies in its proposed mechanism.

SH HEAY T FaH Hgca o1 ARG SHeb JETad o H g1

The researchers demonstrate that paternal exercise alters the profile of sperm microRNAs, a
class of small non-coding RNAs.

Qerarai3it ¥ e fo i samme ] & microRNAs Y SitTser dee aT ¢ |

These microRNAs are delivered to the oocyte at fertilisation and interact with early embryonic
transcripts.

A microRNAs foSreT & HH 37S10] 7 Tgadl & 3R TR 0T & Zrfsheed § 5 ¢

The study suggests that microRNAs suppress nuclear receptor corepressor 1, a molecule that
normally inhibits PGC-1a, a master regulator of mitochondrial function.

37TETYT & 3THR microRNAs nuclear receptor corepressor 1 &I &d &, Sit PGC-1a &I
ICRIECETGIRS

By relieving this inhibition, the embryo is programmed towards enhanced oxidative
metabolism and mitochondrial development.

S 37N T GT HUT I dgaX Ararsfed Aeraifeior 3N Asii-gae fash I 3R
A fRT ST B

The study further strengthens this causal pathway by injecting sperm-derived small RNAs
from exercised fathers into normal embryos, which then reproduced similar metabolic and
endurance phenotypes in offspring.

YA o SH HRUMCHS HIET T IR AT AT ST SATITH H¥e aTel TUAT 9 RNA HIHT $0T
H Sotare fohU 910 3R TAT IHG Scdet gul

It suggests that these RNA molecules are not merely markers, but active agents of
inheritance.

g SR & 7o A RNA Shaol Hehcleh w18l sfesh Hishal deMTelIId HRe & |

One of the most intriguing implications concerns how these molecular signals bypass the
classical Weismann barrier.

Teh AEcaqUT 921 6 & o A Hehed Weismann barrier &I 8 IR &d &

The study suggests that systemic physiological states, such as increased muscular PGC-1a
activity during exercise, can influence the composition of small RNAs in sperm.

mw%maﬁw@r%mmwﬁamammaﬁqﬂﬁﬁmmﬁl

While the exact transport mechanism remains unclear, it is hypothesised that circulating RNA
fragments or vesicle-mediated transport systems may allow signals from somatic tissues to
influence germ cells.

T fehar Tase FAET &, AfeheT ATAT ST & 5 RNA 3T vesicle YUl S8 Ted IATT &1

In effect, the barrier is not absolute but selectively permeable to regulatory molecules,
particularly small RNAs that can re-programme gene expression without altering DNA.

3 TR Ig ATUT 0T 76} Sfedh adellcAs §9 § TRIFT 3
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e During fertilisation, the sperm does more than deliver DNA.
fASereT & ERTeT YIShTU] Shael DNA &g &
e |t contributes a complex molecular cargo, including proteins and RNA fragments.

Ig 8T 31 RNA Ffga Sfee 3morfaes el sfr gar gl

e These molecules interact with the oocyte cytoplasm and influence the earliest stages of
embryonic development.

3 30T S & HFACelToH A [ TR aehra sl gemiad #:id €
e The study highlights that sperm microRNAs can act immediately after fertilisation, modifying
transcriptional networks before the embryo begins its own gene expression.

3TEGYT FATAT & 7o YSAITT microRNAS T R d & 3R 70T hT it 31freaiere & glel &

Ugel 34 dGol Tohd ¢ |
e This early window appears critical, as small changes in gene regulation at this stage can lead
to lasting physiological differences in the offspring.

TE TR TROT g Agea Ul & T BIE TR ofd THY e THTT STl Fehdl &
e Several uncertainties persist.

& TRt 3 o e g8 &
e The precise fate of these microRNAs after fertilisation is not fully understood.

goT microRNAs T felSrerel & aTe; T 8T &, Ig T oig TS 181 &

e It remains unclear how long they persist, which genes they consistently target, and whether
their effects extend beyond the first generation.

Ig 97 TST AL & FoF 9 forcsl @7 deh 18a & 31K fovet el st gaTfad & & |
e Furthermore, the findings are based entirely on animal models, and extrapolation to humans
must be done cautiously.

3 TSy sheel T Alsell R MR §, STV Hefsal IR oA Al HaeTel F AT TR

¢ Human reproductive biology is more complex, and environmental exposures are far more
variable.

AT ToTedeT Sifaehr 31T Sfee § 31K Taraohy yang o 31f9e a1

e There is also a limited understanding of dose-response relationships, that is, how much
lifestyle change is required to produce measurable effects in offspring.

g off T 78T & T Topaer ShaeTdiel aRadsT & e R@rs aar 8

What needs to be done

F1 a1 1T 91T

e Even though we still don’t fully understand how a father’s lifestyle influences his child’s
biology, what is increasingly clear is that it does.

gTcTeh G ILT e o¥61 TsTd fohb FdT &1 Shasrdieh aea &1 & genfad acl €, afdT Jg Tose

BYCIT SIT TgT & Toh Ig T8119 IS &

e This understanding however, is yet to translate into policy action.
ARl T TAST 3780 dh AT & AT Jcoll &

¢ InIndia, under the RMNCH+A programme, male involvement remains limited to the
supplementation of iron tablets to adolescent boys.

ART H RMNCH+AW$H§HW@WW%&NH§%§WW%W
HfAa gl

e There is no structured focus on paternal preconception health, no systematic screening for
lifestyle risks among prospective fathers, and minimal emphasis on environmental exposures
that may affect sperm quality.

T Id-aT8 IR OT T WX IS T ST 71T §, o & onfad Ransit & forw shasrden
fEd Hram gl
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e Addressing lifestyle factors such as physical activity, substance use, and environmental
exposures among men of reproductive age may offer a low-cost, high-impact strategy to
improve population health across generations.

ToTetat 31T o T8 # AR arfafafer, a7em iR qiaRolg dueh S Rel I GUREAT Hal
AT 3R 39 98T arely IO & Tehall B

e |Ifthese findings hold true in humans, the implications are profound.

AT 3 forsehy Fqeal oX ol TEr @i 1 §, A 58k TR Sgef 93 8|
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08M | CAG conducting audit of 101 cities to assess ease of living

CAG &aRT 101 et & Sfaet FIrArar 7 el F1a & fav 3iifde

CAG conducting audit of 101
cities to assess ease of living

India is conducting a special audit of 101 cities to
assess ease of living from the citizen’s
perspective, Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) K. Sanjay Murthy said on Thursday. At the
5th BRICS Supreme Audit Institutions (SAI)
Leaders’ Summit here, Mr. Murthy said the CAG
of India is auditing multi-modal transport and
first-mile, last-mile logistics, in partnership with
institutions like the IIT and IIM, and the World
Bank. India is hosting the three-day summit
under the overarching theme ‘Ease of Living with
a Focus on Urban Mobility’. Convened during
India’s year of BRICS Chairmanship 2026 by the
Office of the CAG, it brings together 42 delegates,
including Heads of SAIs from BRICS member
countries, to deliberate on audit themes of
shared relevance, exchange best practices, and
strengthen public financial oversight. en

08M. CAG conducting audit of 101 cities to assess
ease of living

CAG &aRT 101 et & Sfiaet FIHAAT FT 3TFHolel FIA &
faw 3iifse

e Indiais conducting a special audit of 101 cities to assess
ease of living from the citizen’s perspective, Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) K. Sanjay Murthy said on Thursday.

HRA ATITRET o GTSHIVT A Sfaet FarwAdT (ease of living) T 3MTehelel
HeT o ToIT 101 Qe T [aR 33T X @1 &, uas va Agrear
w{ieT® (CAG) K. Sanjay Murthy & J&aR &I &gl

e At the 5th BRICS Supreme Audit Institutions (SAl)
Leaders’ Summit here, Mr. Murthy said the CAG of India is auditing
multi-modal transport and first-mile, last-mile logistics, in partnership
with institutions like the IIT and IIM, and the World Bank.

Igl IS 53 BRICS g 3iif3e §¥diegera (SAI) ohsd affe &
AT Murthy e & SR T CAG Sg-Hisel TR 3R Hee-#se,
AEC-ATS Al Teead o A3 F IET &, Tas 1T 3 1IM T2 Rea
dF STy TEATHT & AT THGHT HT AT ET 7

¢ Indiais hosting the three-day summit under the overarching
theme ‘Ease of Living with a Focus on Urban Mobility’.

R 59 i feada affc $r ASari ‘Ease of Living with a Focus

on Urban Mobility’ e & dgd & & &

e Convened during India’s year of BRICS Chairmanship 2026 by the Office of the CAG, it
brings together 42 delegates, including Heads of SAls from BRICS member countries, to
deliberate on audit themes of shared relevance, exchange best practices, and strengthen
public financial oversight.

HRA & BRICS 3HaTdT 2026 IV & aR1e CAG FHTAT GaRT ARSI Tg TFHTT 42
wfafaferat s ver aryr arar &, e BRICS ded &t & SAls TH@ 1A §, dlieh &St Hged
& 3ifee v 9T == i J7 b, Fafad TAT3HT 1 TSA-UeI &Y Toh 3T et i
IR T AT foham ST Heh |
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08M | ‘Compliance norms could derail EU FTA deal benefits’

‘He[qTere ATTF EU FTA HIe & ool ) qeft & saR a&a @

‘Compliance norms could
derail EU FTA deal benefits’

Calling the agreement the ‘mother of all deals, EUs Ambassador to India Hervé Delphin says it is,

however, missing a chapter on investments; the deal could be implemented by early 2027, he says

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

hile hailing the
w India-Euro-

pean  Union
(EU) Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) as creating a
joint market comprising
one quarter of global Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
the EU’s ambassador to In-
dia Hervé Delphin also
struck a note of caution ov-
er regulatory hurdles and
“unfinished business” that
could overshadow the be-
nefits of the deal.

Speaking at an event or-
ganised by the Federation
of European Business in In-
dia, Mr. Delphin also said
that the FTA would likely
be implemented in “early
20277, a timeline that
sources in the Indian go-
vernment also confirm.

Negotiations on the FTA

Celebratory Address by
—_—Tess Dy

x H\t Hervé Delphin

\

s3ador to Indis
Ora:ident FEB)

Conditions apply: Conformity requirements should serve the
purpose and not be barriers, said Mr. Delphin. BY ARRANGEMENT

were concluded in January
this year.

“Both sides must ensure
that the agreement is im-
plemented smoothly and
in good faith,” he said. “For
this to materialise, we
need to align on a pro-FTA
mindset and approach
across our systems: cus-
toms procedures or con-
formity requirements
should serve their purpose

and not be used as trade
barriers.”

“If administrative proce-
dures are too burdensome
businesses may consider
that cost of compliance
outweighs the benefits of
preferential tariffs, in
which case the FTA poten-
tial would be lost,” Mr. Del-
phin added. “That would
be a missed opportunity.”

Speaking a little more

about the opportunity
created by the FTA, the
Ambassador said that the
agreement would create a
free trade zone covering
nearly two billion people
and a quarter of global
GDP. “It will be the largest
FTA ever signed by either
side. For all these reasons
it has been rightly billed
the ‘mother of all deals,”
he said.

However, he also point-
ed out some of the short-
comings in the deal.

“The FTA does not cov-
er all relevant areas,” he
said. “We need to look at
‘unfinished business’ and
‘beyond FTA'. Investment
is the main case in point...
There is regrettably no FTA
chapter on investment lib-
eralisation in non-services
sectors, which would have
given investors more assu-
rance and predictability.”

08M. ‘Compliance
norms could derail EU
FTA deal benefits’

“IeTaTeleT AT EU FTA
e F AT R IeH T
3R §Fa &

e Calling the agreement
the ‘mother of all deals’,
EU’s Ambassador to India
Hervé Delphin says it is,
however, missing a chapter
on investments; the deal

could be implemented by
early 2027, he says.

37 ST F ‘mother of all
deals’ Fgd EUEU FARTHA
g Hervé Delphin o &gT
o s@# @9 (investments)
TR Ueh TEAT TGN §; JeThT
&gl & foh g Hiar 2027 Hr
QBT cTeh of19] &1 Hehell &

e While hailing the India-European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement (FTA) as creating a
joint market comprising one quarter of global Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the EU’s
ambassador to India Hervé Delphin also struck a note of caution over regulatory hurdles and
“‘unfinished business” that could overshadow the benefits of the deal.

India-European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement (FTA) &I TR1g=TT Wg‘@ St afRas
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) T Teh =TS & STt alell EgeFdl TSIR ST, EU &
HI H Tsige Hervé Delphin o RATHART STem3it 3R “31eR R 1 ol off Hrareitell STts it
=g Tl & st 9T oY Uz Tk &

e Speaking at an event organised by the Federation of European Business in India, Mr.
Delphin also said that the FTA would likely be implemented in “early 2027”, a timeline that
sources in the Indian government also confirm.

Federation of European Business in India ZaRT 3TNfSidT T s # sterd gC, AT
Delphin ¥ gT fh FTA HeTa: “2027 T 31" H <19 81T, fierehr gfse $TRATr TR o

I ECE

¢ Negotiations on the FTA were concluded in January this year.
FTA W ST 58 a9 STeTa & I3 &1 a1$ 2|

o “Both sides must ensure that the agreement is implemented smoothly and in good faith,” he
said.
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“aleit gait Y GRATRE et TR foh T8 TASHAT Fare &9 A 31K 3re favar & A1 o &,
35'3“? el
e “For this to materialise, we need to align on a pro-FTA mindset and approach across our

systems: customs procedures or conformity requirements should serve their purpose and not
be used as trade barriers.”

‘S AEdTash deflel & oIt g3t 319e) Faeea 3 pro-FTA & 31X gfSeeptor &t 3r9err glem: €At
eeh FTshaTU AT HeTdTeleT ITARThTY 39T 3ece 1 Gfct Y, o foh sITaR arem e |”
e “If administrative procedures are too burdensome businesses may consider that cost of

compliance outweighs the benefits of preferential tariffs, in which case the FTA potential
would be lost,” Mr. Delphin added.

“uﬁ'q%mﬁﬁmﬁagﬁa’l‘%ﬁﬁ, oY STEHTY g HIeT Hecl & Tob JTeTUToTeT &l ST TALSAET
SR & amet & 1M &, 3R O FReufa & FTA & ev7ar @' Simeed,” st Delphin =¥ SiteT|

e “That would be a missed opportunity.”
“TE Tk WIAT G3T HTER graml’

e Speaking a little more about the opportunity created by the FTA, the Ambassador said that
the agreement would create a free trade zone covering nearly two billion people and a quarter
of global GDP.

FTA EaRT §ITT 37T 3G Waﬂta’l?raﬂﬁgtr, TToTeed o el foh Ig HHSANCT ofaTeTaT aT 3RS St
3R TRaeh GDP o Ueh =TS TEE ohl hak Flel dlell Hercd SATIR &1 S=A1Ta|
o “It will be the largest FTA ever signed by either side.
“Ig aleAr Telt 7 & R o SaRT 319 de FT AW 937 FTA g
o For all these reasons it has been rightly billed the ‘mother of all deals,” he said.
o7 Tl FRUT F 3/ TET 9 & ‘mother of all deals’ gl IATE,” Soalel Fall
e However, he also pointed out some of the shortcomings in the deal.
BTeliTR, 3ol 30 T & Fo HiAT 3 3 3R )
e “The FTA does not cover all relevant areas,” he said.
“FTA T3l T 8331 T e 8T T, Segiet HeTl
o “We need to look at ‘unfinished business’ and ‘beyond FTA'.
“GH IR HRY R FTA T 3m 7R & TR ahdar gl
e Investment is the main case in point...”
“fraer sHe T 3RV 8.

e “There is regrettably no FTA chapter on investment liberalisation in non-services sectors,
which would have given investors more assurance and predictability.”

“geTTg § A-Jar a¥Al & AT IERIAIOT I FTA T IS AR e &, ST ovaerent 1 31feren
IRETET 3R JaTeTHAT & Hehll AT|”

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 08 May 2026
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08M | Wastewater surveillance revealed hidden COVID surges in Bengaluru

Sarege # 3aRIse STef IR o Rt §§ COVID wai &1 germar v
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Wastewater surveillance revealed hidden COVID surges in Bengaluru
esiSat

Afshan Yasmeen

astewater surveillance in
w Bengaluru closely
tracked COVID-19 trends

during the first Omicron wave, but
later emerged as an important tool
in identifying hidden surges that
were not fully captured through
routine clinical testing, according to
researchers studying the city’s
sewage-based monitoring network.

A study published in PLOS Global
Public Health by researchers from
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc),
International Centre for Theoretical
Sciences (ICTS) which is a part of the
Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research (TIFR) and Tata Institute
for Genetics and Society (TIGS)
found that wastewater surveillance
mirrored the rise in COVID-19 cases
during the Omicron wave, though it
did not provide an early warning of
the surge. Researchers said viral
loads detected in sewage and
reported infections rose almost
simultaneously during that phase,
limiting its usefulness as a predictive
tool. However, subsequent
wastewater monitoring indicated
that as clinical testing declined in
later phases of the pandemic,
sewage surveillance became

increasingly valuable in identifying
fresh waves of infection that may
otherwise have gone underreported.

Four COVID-19 surges

Farah Ishtiaq, a researcher from
TIGS who is one of the authors of the
PLOS study, told The Hindu that
Bengaluru experienced four distinct
COVID-19 surges between December
2021 and April 2024. These included
the BA.2.10 wave, followed by a
mixed BA.2 lineage surge involving
BA.4, BA.5 and BA.2.75 variants,
then the XBB wave, and most
recently the JN.1 surge.

“During the early phase, from
December 2021 to June 2022,
wastewater signals and reported
clinical cases were closely aligned.
‘That showed both surveillance
systems were functioning effectively
and capturing the spread of infection
in the community,” Dr. Ishtiaq said.

She said the situation changed
from July 2022 to November 2023,
when routine clinical testing
declined substantially. Testing, she
said, was often stepped up only after
infections had already begun to rise.
“That points to a reactive rather than
proactive surveillance model.
‘Wastewater monitoring, on the other
hand, continued consistently and

Close study:

can became a

the importance of maintaining
multiple surveillance systems,
especially once public testing
intensity declines after major
pandemic waves. Bengaluru was
among the early Indian cities to

transmission. FILE PHOTO

therefore became a more
dependable indicator of community
transmission,” she said.

Reflection of trends

According to Dr. Ishtiag, these trends
were also reflected in a separate
study in The Lancet, which analysed
weekly wastewater monitoring data
from Bengaluru. The study found
that during the early phase of the
Omicron period, virus levels in
sewage closely matched reported

indicator of community

clinical cases, but later diverged as
testing levels dropped. Researchers
said sewage data clearly detected a
major surge associated with the XBB
variant in April 2023, followed by
another rise linked to the JN.1 variant
beginning in late December 2023.
Both these waves were visible in
wastewater trends but were not
proportionately reflected in clinical
case reporting or genomic
surveillance data.

The findings, they said, underline

establish
surveillance, beginning citywide
monitoring in August 2021. Samples
were collected from 26 sewage
treatment plants (STPs), which
together process a large share of the
city’s wastewater.

For the PLOS study, researchers
mapped wastewater catchment
areas to 198 administrative wards
under the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, allowing
comparison of viral load data from
individual STPs with ward-level case
counts. The analysis focused on
November 15, 2021, to January 31,
2022, covering the first Omicron
wave. Using statistical tools such as
Pearson correlation and
change-point analysis, researchers
found strong correlation — often
above 0.8 — between

authorities to anticipate outbreaks
significantly before clinical cases
increased. Apparent short leads
were attributed to interpolation of
weekly wastewater data rather than
genuine advance warning signals.

Complementary tool

Dr. Ishtiaq said wastewater
surveillance should be viewed as a
complementary public health tool
rather than a replacement for
clinical surveillance. “By the time a
strong signal appears in wastewater,
it often means that a substantial
number of people in the community
are already infected. That is why
routine clinical testing at sentinel
locations remains essential for early
detection and timely response,” she
said. She added that maintaining
consistent surveillance even
between waves would help cities
respond earlier, prepare hospitals
and reduce the impact of future
outbreaks. The findings underline
that while wastewater monitoring
cannot itute clinical case

viral loads and case counts across
most treatment plants, indicating
that sewage surveillance can reliably
track infection trends in real time.
However, the study found no robust
lead time that would allow

detection, it offers a crucial window
into community transmission
-particularly when routine testing
systems weaken or public
participation in testing declines.
(yasmeen.afshan@thehindu.co.in)

08M. Wastewater surveillance revealed hidden COVID surges in Bengaluru

SareTE # IqRIse STel fAIRrET o i3 §§ COVID et 1 Gerrar o

e Wastewater surveillance in Bengaluru closely tracked COVID-19 trends during the first
Omicron wave, but later emerged as an important tool in identifying hidden surges that were
not fully captured through routine clinical testing, according to researchers studying the city’s
sewage-based monitoring network.

ﬁwﬁmaﬂ'm(Wastewater surveillance) & 9gelr Omicron &g & g
COVID-19 F&Tal &l g & & fomam, maﬁ:ﬁraﬁm%ﬂgmﬁmﬁw
HecaquT STHOT 1 a1 S For e frctforamer oiaTolt & oY ovE got 11 &Y O, 21X & WS-
3R fATRTel Seaeh 1 JEAeT it dTel MR & HTAR |

e A study published in PLOS Global Public Health by researchers from the Indian Institute of
Science (lISc), International Centre for Theoretical Sciences (ICTS) which is a part of the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) and Tata Institute for Genetics and
Society (TIGS) found that wastewater surveillance mirrored the rise in COVID-19 cases
during the Omicron wave, though it did not provide an early warning of the surge.

PLOS Global Public Health & JerTId Teh 31&TdT & Indian Institute of Science (11Sc),
International Centre for Theoretical Sciences (ICTS) ST Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research (TIFR) & fg&m &, 31X Tata Institute for Genetics and Society (TIGS) &
T3t o 91T o 3T9TRISE Sef fATRIEAT 3 Omicron &8Y & GRTel COVID-19 AIHST I g far
I AT, gTelTeh TG Igel H AdTdeT oTaT & TehT|

e Researchers said viral loads detected in sewage and reported infections rose almost
simultaneously during that phase, limiting its usefulness as a predictive tool.

TR AT oF gl foh 3T TROT & HdsT & U0 30 aRRA o8 31 U fHT ITT HhaaoT ofaT879T Teh
1Y ¢, THd I8 Teh TaleT AT 3Th0T o &9 H WA 81 I

e However, subsequent wastewater monitoring indicated that as clinical testing declined in later
phases of the pandemic, sewage surveillance became increasingly valuable in identifying
fresh waves of infection that may otherwise have gone underreported.

gTelTTeh, §16 T HABGTHRY AU H I TFeAfoiahel TLIETOT e Y 31T, af 379frse STt faRrer
T FHAUT T T T ggaT ﬁmmﬁwﬁﬂg‘é, S 3T ROie 781 &) grai|
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Four COVID-19 surges
TR COVID-19 a8l

Farah Ishtiaq, a researcher from TIGS who is one of the authors of the PLOS study, told The
Hindu that Bengaluru experienced four distinct COVID-19 surges between December 2021
and April 2024.

TIGS &I eMshdT Farah Ishtiaq, St PLOS 3133 &Y o/&ehi & § Teh g, of The Hindu &Y Samar
%Wﬁ%mﬁw 2021 ¥ 318 2024 & g COVID-19 & IR 3TeTeT-37e19T o8t 37TS |

These included the BA.2.10 wave, followed by a mixed BA.2 lineage surge involving BA.4,
BA.5 and BA.2.75 variants, then the XBB wave, and most recently the JN.1 surge.

S5TH BA.2.10 91X, 39 a1 BA.4, BA.5 3R BA.2.75 aRkue arell fATAT BA.2 @8], Ty XBB
8T 3R e gTel 7 IN.1 o< nfAe o)

“During the early phase, from December 2021 to June 2022, wastewater signals and reported
clinical cases were closely aligned.

‘IR TROT &, fEHX 2021 & ST 2022 Teh, IUTRISE STl Hehel 3R RAIE fohw 1T Fetfeienor
AAS e F AT Tt |

That showed both surveillance systems were functioning effectively and capturing the spread
of infection in the community,” Dr. Ishtiaq said.

SEY T Toll {3 el AaRTt Jonferdr Fsiret &9 & e o W A7 AR Foerr & Thaor & 5aR
I gehs T&T A,” 3. Ishtiaq ¥ FaT|

She said the situation changed from July 2022 to November 2023, when routine clinical
testing declined substantially.

3gial gl foh AT Sel$ 2022 & FdaR 2023 & & Feo 978 S1a FAfAT FFetfeveper qdiaror
HTHT HA gr AT

Testing, she said, was often stepped up only after infections had already begun to rise.
3ogieT ahgT fob TTETOT 3TFaX 3T TTAT SATAT AT ST HhAUT Ugol &1 TGl AT g gl giar T
“That points to a reactive rather than proactive surveillance model.

“Ig Teh YfafshaTcas (reactive) fAIRTAT ATser &t g2t &, o fo AfshaT (proactive) #ATser i

Wastewater monitoring, on the other hand, continued consistently and therefore became a
more dependable indicator of community transmission,” she said.

g8 Taoid, JTTRISE St TRl SETdR STRY €T 3R SHfIT g Areertsh Tshaor 1 31fes
freaaeiT Hohadh e I1S,” 3gieT e

Reflection of trends

3Tl 1 wfafee

According to Dr. Ishtiag, these trends were also reflected in a separate study in The Lancet,
which analysed weekly wastewater monitoring data from Bengaluru.

sT. Ishtiaq & 31THR, & T The Lancet & Tes 37ereT 3rearaet 3 ¢t fews v, foreet drere
HIcATgen 39frse Ster 3T  fageiyoT fhaT|

The study found that during the early phase of the Omicron period, virus levels in sewage
closely matched reported clinical cases, but later diverged as testing levels dropped.

3TETYT H TRIT AT 7o Omicron 3afer & BTN TROT 7 Fdst H aRRE T} 3N febetfeiehor
HIHAA 7 FATACT AT, AfehsT d1G 7 ILETOT Tt IR GlAT # 37 3T I127|
Researchers said sewage data clearly detected a major surge associated with the XBB

variant in April 2023, followed by another rise linked to the JN.1 variant beginning in late
December 2023.

QereRcaf o T foh Tdst SeT o 3rder 2023 & XBB ARTT & 31 98T o< 3R FodaR 2023 &
37 & IN.1 IRUe & St g@dY gefer &t Tuse &9 & fe@r|
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e Both these waves were visible in wastewater trends but were not proportionately reflected in
clinical case reporting or genomic surveillance data.

I g e 3ATASE ot YTl 7 fewrs &, olfehet fretfetenet Raféer am Sieffaen ot Ser &
3deiT TS &9 H Ta1 G|

e The findings, they said, underline the importance of maintaining multiple surveillance
systems, especially once public testing intensity declines after major pandemic waves.

NRAT3I o gl foh A Fvery 8 fAIRTET Tonferat &Y 1T W@t & Fged & &2l §, WEa
SIS HETHART T F3Y I8 & J1G ATGST(e¥eh GLETOT T g ST 2 |

e Bengaluru was among the early Indian cities to establish systematic wastewater surveillance,
beginning citywide monitoring in August 2021.
ST 3oT YT HRAT A A § Teh AT TS FA YA HUTRISE STl AR U Y, Forqehr
URITC 3TE 2021 H 5|

e Samples were collected from 26 sewage treatment plants (STPs), which together process a
large share of the city’'s wastewater.

HT 26 HidST EITHE Telie (STPs) A oI 71T, it 26T & &3 6 Ed & 37a1RISe et hT FATTe
EXC RS
e For the PLOS study, researchers mapped wastewater catchment areas to 198 administrative

wards under the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, allowing comparison of viral load
data from individual STPs with ward-level case counts.

PLOS 37eT3 & forw, eiershdiait & 379fse Sier 8341 i Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike & 198 aTsf & SitsT, e STPs & aTIRe 7i1s X ATS X & ATAC I Jeloll THT §5 |

e The analysis focused on November 15, 2021, to January 31, 2022, covering the first Omicron
wave.

fILAYUT 15 AGET 2021 F 31 FAGL 2022 T shigd AT, [FHH ggell Omicron 1T 2nfAer 2t

e Using statistical tools such as Pearson correlation and change-point analysis, researchers
found strong correlation — often above 0.8 — between wastewater viral loads and case
counts across most treatment plants, indicating that sewage surveillance can reliably track
infection trends in real time.

Pearson correlation 3i¥ change-point analysis S TITEIHIT 3YHIOT T SCI'ZI’I?TW?Tg'U
QMershclT3i o Jrferhir F2Al 7 0.8 & 318k Hate(d Farer uray, frad ualr =refr fah 3rafirse sier
IR arEaTaes TAY & THAUT 1 & T Tl &l

o However, the study found no robust lead time that would allow authorities to anticipate
outbreaks significantly before clinical cases increased.

glefifeh, ALY H VAT IS HGd Id Hehel 161 (Aol [T & HTAHTRET ST HHHAUT a1 F Tg el
EGICGIRCCRIC!

e Apparent short leads were attributed to interpolation of weekly wastewater data rather than
genuine advance warning signals.

S o1 313 dhd e, 3¢ TTeATigeh 3T & ST & HRUT IdT™T 31T, A foh aredias
TGl Hohdll o HROT|

Complementary tool
I ITHIOT

e Dr. Ishtiag said wastewater surveillance should be viewed as a complementary public health
tool rather than a replacement for clinical surveillance.

31, Ishtiaq = #gT foh 3afRISe STor IR T fFcrfoiehel IR o fdehed & aoT g Teh [eh
ST Teleh TATELY 3UGOT o &9 F @I ST A1RT|

e “By the time a strong signal appears in wastewater, it often means that a substantial number
of people in the community are already infected.
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"SI ATRASE STel H HAG Hehel For@rs & &, ol SHHT 318 HFET Tg 81 & o THerT # gl &

&1 IS T H T HTAT B |

That is why routine clinical testing at sentinel locations remains essential for early detection

and timely response,” she said.

AT TfeeTor T W HafAd Fafesde qliaTor aRfAS ggar 3R gag w afafear & forw

39T §,” 3-glat hell

She added that maintaining consistent surveillance even between waves would help cities
respond earlier, prepare hospitals and reduce the impact of future outbreaks.

3egieY T T oTexT & arr T AR [T S0 T@a & e & STedy gfafear &, 3readrer

IR e 3T AT & TehaT o THIT &l hH dlel H FASS [Fa|

e The findings underline that while wastewater monitoring cannot substitute clinical case
detection, it offers a crucial window into community transmission—particularly when routine
testing systems weaken or public participation in testing declines.

sy g1 § o grenifer 3rafRrse Ster fATRTe fFafaee v ggan i faseq s1g! &, T8

AT HHHUT Y AT T HecaqoT AU &, WS STd T T{&T07 JoTell Hersii &

ST & AT a1t Fr HRiERY e g ST 8
GS Paper Il1: Environment 08 May 2026
TOPICS COVERED
08M | ‘Empower Collectors to enforce waste management rules’
FE T AT o] o & T Foraedi # gaFa w1
08M | How Attenborough’s Imagery Hid a History of Colonial Harm
T AT QATCHSF TEJI o 3ufedfds arfa & sfogra r & RBarar
‘Emp()we[' Collectors 08M. ‘Empower Collectors to enforce waste
management rules’
to enforce waste . . .
, ‘FERT JaUe @A AR FXA F AT FoFel I qAFT F
management rules
M ment Protection Act, 1986, e The Supreme Court has directed the Ministry of
NEW DELHI to therl?isrriﬂ Cofllecmrs Environment, Forest and Climate Change to issue a natification
The Supreme Court hasdi-  siod of one year, sxchusne. UNder the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 delegating its powers
rected the Ministry of Envi-  ly for supervising, adminis-

ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change to issue a
notification under the En-
vironment  (Protection)
Act, 1986 delegating its
powers to Collectors
across the country for one
year to ensure strict imple-
mentation of the Solid
‘Waste Management (SWM)
Rules, 2026.

Observing that the rules
embody efforts to protect
the planet and the nation
from “man-made destruc-
tion”, a Bench of Justices
Pankaj Mithal and SV.N.
Bhatti issued a slew of di-
rections aimed at securing
uniform implementation
of the framework, which
came into effect on April 1,
2026.

“... the MoEFCC is di-
rected to issue a notifica-
tion under Section 23 and
delegate the powers under
Section 5 of the Environ-

tering and implementing
SWM Rules, 2026, within
their jurisdictional limits”,
the Bench said in its May 5
order.

The Bench further di-
rected District Collectors
to constitute a “special
cell” comprising all rele-
vant officials to assist in su-
pervising, administering
and implementing the
rules. The Collectors were
also empowered to order
disconnection of water
and electricity supply to
bulk generators of solid
waste found to be in viola-
tion of the rules.

“The District Collectors
are directed to conduct vir-
tual spot inspections of the
dumping sites, implement
the rules, and fortnightly
prepare and forward the
report to the designated
Secretaries in the respec-
tive States,” it said.

to Collectors across the country for one year to ensure strict
implementation of the Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026.

FNH FIE A TATE0T, I IR STerary TRadsT JArery i f@er fear g o
I TATavoT (EETOT) IfAfaa#, 1986 & g Ueh U« oY &,
T Ea 227 SR & Fawe) &l Tk gy & fav 3R diT S1¢ arfes s
FE FAGA (SWM) FAIa, 2026 T TEAT & GreleT FATEd foham ST Tah |

e Observing that the rules embody efforts to protect the planet
and the nation from “man-made destruction”, a Bench of Justices
Pankaj Mithal and S.V.N. Bhatti issued a slew of directions aimed at
securing uniform implementation of the framework, which came into
effect on April 1, 2026.

TE & gU o 3 v “#Atera-fAfda femer @ 71g 3R Ieg A 3em s
ST T aRid §, =St Pankaj Mithal 31 S.V.N. Bhatti T dis o
Teh el 7 TG TR T, ToTeTeT 36829 38 G & TAeT 9
Fdeadel FioRud A g, Sl 1 31l 2026 @quqm-g—ml

e “...the MoOEFCC is directed to issue a notification under
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Section 23 and delegate the powers under Section 5 of the Environment Protection Act,
1986, to the District Collectors across the country for a period of one year, exclusively for
supervising, administering and implementing SWM Rules, 2026, within their jurisdictional
limits”, the Bench said in its May 5 order.

... MOEFCC &t frder feam Sirarm & o ag R 23 o dget Jfergerein STy 3 3R gafavor weator
HRAATA, 1986 T URT 5 F dgd 3TARR 327 IR F AT FelFel ! U a¥ $r 3afdr & faw
T, Shaet 379 PR & F SWM [T, 2026 FT THIRTET, 98T 31 fhaeawsr & fow,” dis
¥ 39T 5 AS & 3G H Fel|

The Bench further directed District Collectors to constitute a “special cell” comprising all
relevant officials to assist in supervising, administering and implementing the rules.

e & 33 e feam i e Folaed T Ay hIss” &7 37T Y fTogd iy g
FTIRRY A 8F arfer AT Fr fAeIRTE, weandsT 3R raeaasT & ggraar Ad @ |

The Collectors were also empowered to order disconnection of water and electricity supply
to bulk generators of solid waste found to be in violation of the rules.

Foreredl 1 Ig Y ITAFR 7T a1 6 3 ATt 7 Ioaias F aTel 93 S FEA 3ol FIat
arelt #hr Ster A frsrelt amgfet svrey a1 3eer & @ |

“The District Collectors are directed to conduct virtual spot inspections of the dumping sites,
implement the rules, and fortnightly prepare and forward the report to the designated
Secretaries in the respective States,” it said.

“TSTelT dhelerext T foreier feam ST & foh & STeer Tyeit oht ] 3rer fietor &, fg@t &t oy Y
3R &Y gwars RO R X GO Tt & A1fAd giat 1 Se),” ST el 17|
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How Attenborough’s imagery
hid a history of colonial harm

David Attenborough’s legacy of bringing nature’s beauty to millions is unparalleled. However, his choice of

aesthetics over poll

Vasudevan Mukunth

he British natural historian
David Attenborough turns 100
today. It is likely no one has

done more to make the
non-human world more legible and
loveable to mass audiences.
Attenborough'’s career as a host, starting
with Zoo Quest in 1954, spans seven
decades and nine documentary series.
His influence on how several generations
of people worldwide perceive ecology
and conservation is unparalleled.

Yet that is also what has made his work

and his efforts to communicate it so
troublesome.

Moving animals out

Zoo Quest made Attenborough famous,
especially his genuine curiosity, but it also
showed colonialism-like extractivism in
action. The BBC filmed in exotic locations
around the world, where wild animals
would be captured and transported to the
London zoo. While Attenborough has
since said the show’s attitude would not
be acceptable today, he also stopped
short of acknowledging the post-war
infrastructure of British cultural
imperialism it benefited from.

The BBC and London Zoo were
producing Zoo Quest for the metropolitan
British public, using tropical countries as
theatres of spectacle. What the show
represented also mattered to the BBC’s
history as its attitudes were baked into the
broadcaster’s Natural History Unit and
subsequent productions.

Attenborough’s own (professional)
longevity has exacerbated his flaws.
Among others, the English journalist
George Monbiot has criticised
Attenborough for saying almost nothing
about the ecological catastrophe
intensifying around him for decades. At
various points in his career, Attenborough
was feted for showcasing the beauty of
the natural world - but which he often

JF framed in a way to make it seem pristine,
untouched by the difficult realities of
ecological decline and the human hand in
it. For reasons including the BBC’s
longstanding aversion to advocacy and his
personal temperament, Attenborough
chose aesthetics over the politics of harm.
He told The Guardian in 2019 that he
made “natural history programs not
because I was a rampaging proselytizer
preaching about conservation” but
because he liked “looking at animals and
seeing what they do”. But the thing with
being the voice of the planet, so to speak,
is that what you do not talk about can
become what does not merit being talked
about, and eventually what is not real.

Of people and ti

‘The BBC Natural History Unit for a long
time presented the natural world as a
space apart from the one humans lived in
and shaped. This idea is closely related to
fortress conservation — a conservation
paradigm that, in India and elsewhere,
has been inhumane to Indigenous
peoples and communities that depend on
forests for their survival.

Among other ‘features’, fortress
conservation holds that natural parks and
sanctuaries must be free of human
presence. However, researchers, scholars,
activists, and members of
forest-dependent communities have

repeatedly proved that this requirement is
a myth. These communities have played
an important role throughout history by
protecting these forests. Yet governments
and forest departments have been fond of
fortress conservation because it confers
the ability to conserve with the
instruments of bureaucratic authority and
territorial control, with guns if needed.
The idea also has a parallel in some
western models of conservation, which
believe the wilderness must be ‘defended’
against, even violently, by the people who
live there — and in the case of shows like
Zoo Quest, these people were often
Africans and Asians. It does not brook the
possibility, indeed reality, that national
parks in Europe often have working farms
and towns, partly because Attenborough’s
documentaries poured enormous
ideological work, even if they did not
intend to, into sustaining the myth of the
pristine natural. As the anthropologls(
Zoe Todd has said,

ustained colonial myths and obscured the violent realities of modern conservation

& g
David Attenborough stands with a floral sculpture of himself at Kew Gardens in London. AP

ravenous appetite of crony capitalism for

natural resources. But India has also been
striving to conserve the animal, with tiger
popu]auons expandmg considerably since

years from 1990, the world’s richest 1%
emitted twice as much carbon dioxide as
the poorest 50%. Which should rank
consumption patterns and the habits of
industrialised societies far higher than
population growth on the list of
contributions to climate change. Yet
Attenborough has not clarified this.

Such ideologies often stem from the
notion that the populations of
Commonwealth countries are growing
‘too fast’ today, thus moving blame away
from the colonists. But as before, when
Attenborough said “humans have overrun
the world”, he furthered a deleterious
idea and amplified it to millions of people
without the proper context, and it did
even more harm as it entered an
information landscape primed by the
anxieties of far-right ecological
nationalism.

To be sure, Attenborough is not an
ecofascist — only that he has seemed to be
unaware of the great effects of what he
was and was not saying at any time. He
has never professed any political views
even though environmentalism is deeply
political. He told The Guardian in the
same interview that he wouldn't risk
getting banned from the BBC. But when
your voice is the most trusted on the
subject of the natural universe, and when
you decline to name colonialism as a
historical cause of biodiversity loss, you
implicitly exonerate it. When you insist on
speaking to an undifferentiated humanity
— rather than one aware that a farmer in
the Congo has done much less to harm
the earth than an investment banker in
the U.S. — your false equivalence only
serves power.

Public backlash against fortress
conservation is gaining an increasingly
risible momentum and is bound to
prevail, especially in Africa and South
Asia, where the lines between
conservation and land-grabbing are
becoming clearer.

Stopping at wonder

To be fair, these criticisms are not
exclusive to Attenborough: they have
become the pathologies of conservation
practices that have only just begun to
interrogate themselves in good faith. Even
in 2021, 50 countries came together to
commit to the ‘30 x 30 initiative, to
protect 30% of land and the oceans by
2030. It drew enthusiastic support from
Attenborough but vehement criticism
from Indigenous rights organisations for
pavmg the  way for a new wave of

ainted an

in the name of

incomplete plc(ure giving the i impression
that what he was showing people was all
of it. Just like that, the supposedly clueless
people in India were to blame for the
tiger’s plight rather than the forebears of
his viewers back home.

In fact, many Indigenous peoples today
also want to use land in non-traditional
ways, and the overall tigers-versus-tribals
debate is much less straightforward today.

Problem focus

Attenborough has also patronised the
U.K.-based Population Matters charity for
years and in many of his documentaries
has emphasised population growth as an
important, or even the principal, driver of
ecologma] distress. The focus on

been guilty of presenting the
Anthropocene as a world shorn of the
violence against Indigenous peoples.

In one show, Seven Worlds, One Planet,
Attenborough said India’s tigers have it
harder than ever to raise families. This is
partly true and that makes his statement
doubly irksome. Independent India did
not massacre tens of thousands of tigers
and push them to the brink of extinction
— but the British Raj did. Today, India’s
tiger populations face fragmented
habitats, poaching, dwindling prey,
disease, conflicts with humans, and the

remains disturbingly vital to
d1|s day, pamcularly among conservation
Many neo- i
assumptions among environmental NGOs
and government agencies are also being
deepened by climate migration and
human demographic pressure on
agricultural land. But despite repeated
exhortations to the contrary, the world’s
population growth rate has been
dropping since the early 1960s, shortly
after Attenborough launched his career.
On the other hand, a recent report
from Oxfam and the Stockholm
Environment Institute found that in the 25

conservation.

Protected areas around the world,
rather than in the Global South alone, are
what they are today thanks to millennia of
human stewardship as well, in particular
that of Indigenous peoples. Mistreating
these peoples leads to biodiversity loss. It
is that simple, yet many mainstream
conservation circles still think this a
radical position and instead prefer
Attenborough’s sanitised aesthetics.

None of this diminishes Attenborough’s
other achievements. It is impossible to
overstate the importance of his bringing
the wild into the living rooms of people
who may otherwise have never imagined
a coelacanth swimming through an indigo
sea or the mesmerising dance of birds
against a twilight sky. Even the grief he
voiced in the latter part of his career
about what the world had lost in his own
lifetime seemed sincere and meaningful.

Many wildlife biologists and ecologists
have anecdotes about how they were
inspired to get into their ﬁelds after
watching ies
And they may have gone on to ask the
questions that he never did. However,
there is no reason to believe the vast
majority of Attenborough’s viewers were
prodded in the same direction.

The author is grateful to conservation
biologist Neha Sinha for her feedback.

08M. How Attenborough’s Imagery Hid a History of Colonial Harm
T Y GATCHS T @ Jtafaafe arfa & sfaera 1 5@ RBurar

e David Attenborough’s legacy of bringing nature’s beauty to millions is unparalleled.
oG 1Tt Feh el Y e TEaT 7 3fs vty it favrad rgfada ¢

o However, his choice of aesthetics over politics sustained colonial myths and obscured the
violent realities of modern conservation.

oy TereAifeY o Tt OX Wladue TFfeY T STIfeheT 3o & T 3egier tuforafie et
T TATY T T Y farsh FaToT Y eeeh arecfasndrai @1 3rease Y feam
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The British natural historian David Attenborough turns 100 today.
frfeer ypfafag 3fas veeray 3mer 100 ¥ & g v €1

It is likely no one has done more to make the non-human world more legible and loveable to
mass audiences.

yrad: Rl 3T AfFd  ARTAaT FAR il 3TH FTTHAT & [T 5T 3118 gosrey A9 33K
T FA&T ST 8

Attenborough’s career as a host, starting with Zoo Quest in 1954, spans seven decades
and nine documentary series.

TSR BT TECAIT o6 & F BRI, S 1954 H F FIEE & TN G31T, At &2l 3N oAt qafery
HG3T Feh el g3 &

His influence on how several generations of people worldwide perceive ecology and
conservation is unparalleled.

faeas &1 e Nt carr R 3R FET0T T ST & gfSehIoT W 3etent Forra Jrefacia
J

Yet that is also what has made his work and his efforts to communicate it so troublesome.

Tehec] TET A1 37k 1 R 38 FATT et & JATet b1 faarereae ot a=rer g

Moving animals out
YIS Y ATE A ST

Zoo Quest made Attenborough famous, especially his genuine curiosity, but it also showed
colonialism-like extractivism in action.

o FATE A TeoARI T JTACY AT, fAATRT JeTehl arecifaeh = & FRoT, foherd 380
3ufaderaTe-Ager WA algat 1 ¢l Todal &9 & Ya i fenan|

The BBC filmed in exotic locations around the world, where wild animals would be captured
and transported to the London Zoo.

BBC & faRasi & guey 3R 3ehdes TTall WX fhewishe fonar, STeT STarell T3t &l qehgent eiee
RIfsareR o S Sirar an)

While Attenborough has since said the show’s attitude would not be acceptable today, he
also stopped short of acknowledging the post-war infrastructure of British cultural
imperialism it benefited from.

eI weAa o S1G H &g foh 38 FHIsh &1 gfocahivT HTS Fdhr 61 grem, Y 3 3egiet 30
et fafeer aiegfos araTeaare st @7T &l Gl g TIhR =81 fhar, fSed a8 wrsha
csIfead g3 T

The BBC and London Zoo were producing Zoo Quest for the metropolitan British public,
using tropical countries as theatres of spectacle.

BBC 3R viger RIf3Ame #greerirg fafeer aeient & forw o #a%e &1 foidlior ¢ 3@ &, forasd
ST TSI 3211 T TaRleT o FHY & &9 H 3TN feoham SiT TgT T

What the show represented also mattered to the BBC’s history as its attitudes were baked
into the broadcaster’s Natural History Unit and subsequent productions.

g FIRIHH FAT JTa T fca AT AT, SHHT HAged BBC & sfagra & forw o o1, Fifer 38k
gTSEehIUT TR T Aqer REdt gfare 3R are; ot geical # 7S & TR &1 1w |
Attenborough’s own professional longevity has exacerbated his flaws.

TSR & old 9AaR A o IAhT HiAAT Hr AR 316 Tose X fear gl

Among others, the English journalist George Monbiot has criticised Attenborough for saying
almost nothing about the ecological catastrophe intensifying around him for decades.

3T AT F GIY-TT 3 TTFR Aol AT & TeAarY hY JTelTaAT FI § T 3l g2t &
ey @it 517 TET TR FEATAhTr TaeT o SR 3 ofa1879T F5 +Tel e |
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e At various points in his career, Attenborough was feted for showcasing the beauty of the
natural world — but which he often framed in a way to make it seem pristine, untouched by
the difficult realities of ecological decline and the human hand in it.

3791 RIT & TAeT =TT H TeaTar) T Wipfaish TR T Feal Tedd a3t & forw Trer ar,
fohe] 3egial 38 UTT: 38 YehR Sl o o g roaer arer 3t o feurforerr aeter qrar 3wt
AT GEARTT I hideT TR & ISl Teitd &l

e For reasons including the BBC’s longstanding aversion to advocacy and his personal
temperament, Attenborough chose aesthetics over the politics of harm.

BBC &I o HHAY ¥ Aishd F&TeRAT & G SA1T T T Gl AT 39eT ST Tl Fasqa oy
FROT A, Tearat o &1fa S AT & STy Hedeme sl JrfHehar &

e He told The Guardian in 2019 that he made “natural history programs not because | was a
rampaging proselytizer preaching about conservation” but because he liked “looking at
animals and seeing what they do”.

3egiat 2019 # & MTAT § g AT 7o Iegial “TTehfcieh STIgTH HRIshH SHTAT FET TATT Fifer #
TRETUT T SUC ot ATl hee TR T, diceh SHIAT Fifeh Sog T3 &l S@eTT 3R T
ST 9HE AT foh & FAIT il &1

e But the thing with being the voice of the planet, so to speak, is that what you do not talk
about can become what does not merit being talked about, and eventually what is not real.

fohec], T & H I I Galt Y ATaTSt §1 STl &, Al o1 Favg R g ST =T8T e, a6 €R-
R OAT AT o7 HehdT & FoTH IR ST AT 3TaeT o FASH S0, 3R 3ida: o8 aredfasw g o
HIAT ST

Of People and Tigers
s AR amEt F IR A

e The BBC Natural History Unit for a long time presented the natural world as a space apart
from the one humans lived in and shaped.

A A Red gfae A o Ty e Ip s TER S HSAT g@RT ST 3R 3R few e

HHR A 37el3T Teh AT o & H T fha|

e This idea is closely related to fortress conservation — a conservation paradigm that, in
India and elsewhere, has been inhumane to Indigenous peoples and communities that
depend on forests for their survival.

T TR PIER HoRAU | AhedT & 3T §31 & — Teh TETOT T, S SR 2T 317
T o) Ifare Feerat 3R STl o) e ot & uiey 3T TR |

o Among other ‘features’, fortress conservation holds that natural parks and sanctuaries must
be free of human presence.

3o TARINAT3HT & A1, BIEH FoIAUT Ig AT o 1o TTepicleh 3T 3R I$TARUSAT &l
Alerdg 3UREAfa & FFd gl a1ig vl

e However, researchers, scholars, activists, and members of forest-dependent communities
have repeatedly proved that this requirement is a myth.

Ty AMershctiait, faedreil, rdehc3it T aa-fsiy wogeral & Fewdl o aR-aR ey frar g f
Ig YROT U fAYF ¢

e These communities have played an important role throughout history by protecting these
forests.

o1 THETAT o ST 1T ST Gail ohl T&TT &hieh HgcaquT I HeT foAems |

e Yet governments and forest departments have been fond of fortress conservation
because it confers the ability to conserve with the instruments of bureaucratic authority and
territorial control, with guns if needed.

AT off TP 31N T TASTeT PIET FRAAT FT I8 FXA W &, FAIh Tg 376 Alnamdy
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PR 3R e famor & aryat & AreTs J, 39T hdT Isa W EFAART & gater afgd,

TETOT A1) e T LAl FETeT Xl &

The idea also has a parallel in some western models of conservation, which believe the
wilderness must be ‘defended’ against, even violently, by the people who live there.

58 TR T FATICR Fo TRuH TI&T0T Aigell 7 8 ferelr §, ST AT & o STareli T &1 agl
g aTel dl9Tt o fa%ey, Jgl d o fgaer adieh & &Y, I STredt afe T

In the case of shows like Zoo Quest, these people were often Africans and Asians.

Z00 Quest I FRIGAT F T A1 I1: 3rhrhY 31 vfE gia 3

It does not brook the possibility, indeed reality, that national parks in Europe often have
working farms and towns.

T S HHIGHAT, Siech dIEcidendT, i TIehR 6T Il oh JNT o AT STl 7 Ug: Hishd
F BT IR FE o @ E

Partly because Attenborough’s documentaries poured enormous ideological work into
sustaining the myth of the pristine natural.

31T & & SHTAT o Teera) i gafrat 2 gt uFfa & 7y & 770 W 7 s
T AT eS|

As the anthropologist Zoe Todd has said, Attenborough has been guilty of presenting the
Anthropocene as a world shorn of the violence against Indigenous peoples.

ST 6 AT AT AE e o FEr g, T o CYTAHIST 1 38 YhR TECT 1ohdT & Al a8
anfeard werert & fawey féar & Iea #ar gl

In one show, Seven Worlds, One Planet, Attenborough said India’s tigers have it harder
than ever to raise families.

T HRI%H Seven Worlds, One Planet &, TeaTaRY & gl fob IR & a6t & fow 9RaR seer
Tgol  3TF hide g AT g

This is partly true and that makes his statement doubly irksome.

T 3RS T T T § 3R T 919 3% FYF ' 3R 37 RUTT ke qTell T B

Independent India did not massacre tens of thousands of tigers and push them to the brink of
extinction — but the British Raj did.

T $IRC A GSIRT TG T 7GR X 3¢ AelfCcl & IR I &AGT T — sfeeh Tg i
farfeer e & fomar am)

Today, India’s tiger populations face fragmented habitats, poaching, dwindling prey,
disease, conflicts with humans, and the ravenous appetite of crony capitalism for natural
resources.

37TST $TRT T a1 3MEEr Wi 3marET, 3ray ReR, ged ReR, AR, Aaa-area gost g2ar
STepTcteh FaTErl & it A qaftare &l 31qec offerar St Yatfcrat T ATeeT 2 T 8 |

But India has also been striving to conserve the animal, with tiger populations expanding
considerably since independence.

Tohe] 3R 0 70T o ER&T0T & ToIT foieR JameRet 8ff 76T §, 3R Tac=a & sre; & qmat i gear
H IeaGNT A ES &l

Attenborough painted an incomplete picture, giving the impression that what he was
showing people was all of it.

TSR o Ueh e T S o, frady g e g3 b 3 ATt b Fe et Fe Rwr e

Just like that, the supposedly clueless people in India were to blame for the tiger’s plight
rather than the forebears of his viewers back home.

SH YT, 9 & TUTHIAT 3Tl clrelt b aret $ géem & fore andt sgmr a2, st
WWWWEQ@%W@rﬁI

In fact, many Indigenous peoples today also want to use land in non-traditional ways, and
the overall tigers-versus-tribals debate is much less straightforward today.
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A #, 3777 313 JnerarelY oarr off 3173 &1 3uiier IR-aRuRe adet & e aed €, AR
AT A FATH ITearl TeH 319 Tget BT Jola1 3 el 3k STfee &1 Toh &

Problem Focus

HE F1 dafig

Attenborough has also patronised the U.K.-based Population Matters charity for years and
in many of his documentaries has emphasised population growth as an important, or even
the principal, driver of ecological distress.

TeAa S au § Ferses fhersH U Population Matters HEAT &7 G &Y 6 8 31X
37T 3eieh geATel & 3ogiel TAHEAT g ey 1 TIRFEYTAF Wahe T Teh HgeaqoT, 371YaT HE&T,
HROT IATT & |

The focus on population remains disturbingly vital to this day, particularly among
conservation philanthropists.

mwwuga?qmaﬂmaﬂﬁmmm#qmmﬁrmgm%, fIRATHT WI&TOT
FHSF RFINAGT & S|

Many neo-Malthusian assumptions among environmental NGOs and government agencies
are also being deepened by climate migration and human demographic pressure on
agricultural land.

TN AT Hareat 3R EHNT Toifadt 7 Alsle 3o 79-ATCYHATET TROMY, STerary
WATHeT AT 1Y $fH TR SIAHEAT o SalTa o HROT 3 37k argdr gl Sr T8 &

But despite repeated exhortations to the contrary, the world’s population growth rate has
been dropping since the early 1960s, shortly after Attenborough launched his career.

fhe] 8eh Taolicl SR-aR 3T 1T 3MTare} & waofe, faed i STawear gefer & 1960 o axreh i
BT A & Tl T 8, S TeoTad) & HRAT TR 8ot & o FHY SIS T a1l 81

On the other hand, a recent report from Oxfam and the Stockholm Environment Institute
found that in the 25 years from 1990, the world’s richest 1% emitted twice as much carbon
dioxide as the poorest 50%.

gE 3R, JitFahar 3R FerRg GATaT0T HEATT hT Ueh giferdr RalE # arar a1am & 1990 &
379TeT 25 N1 & SR TaRE o el it 19 S9N o T IS 50% ollalt T Jolell & CrafAT FHreled
SISAHTFASS Scalold 1Tl

Which should rank consumption patterns and the habits of industrialised societies far
higher than population growth on the list of contributions to climate change.

g AL FeAarg IRAcT & TN ot dTel hiehi hT it 3 IUHNT & Yeet aor sitezifiga
AT T ST T STAECAT I & & FHgl 3HTeeh HgcaquT TUT el &

Yet Attenborough has not clarified this.

Y 8T TedAaR) of 57 J2T T TUSC & H HHA oTgT IW@T|

Such ideologies often stem from the notion that the populations of Commonwealth
countries are growing ‘too fast’ today, thus moving blame away from the colonists.

VI [IURYRIT UT: 38 YRUT & 3cee 81T ¢ foh 31Tl diAaded &t FI FTaaEar rcafas
I & 9¢ W g, 9w eIV 3ufadeaieat @ g Srarg|

But as before, when Attenborough said “humans have overrun the world”, he furthered a
deleterious idea and amplified it to millions of people without the proper context.

fehe] Tger BT €1 HITeY, STT UeaTa) o gl foh “Hegsal o giaiar W) 3catereh dhesll 1 foraT &, e
3egie Ueh glieiehReh ﬁwﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁmﬁmﬁmaﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁml

And it did even more harm as it entered an information landscape primed by the anxieties of
far-right ecological nationalism.
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ﬁTWﬁWWH\W—W&HﬁﬁQIWSﬂTﬁH@%?@WW?N,aTl?rs’@f?Ié’r
sfa-gfayorgeft aifeufas wsgarg S [iamit & genfaa o

To be sure, Attenborough is not an ecofascist — only that he has seemed to be unaware of
the great effects of what he was and was not saying at any time.

feacE, veaat s MR Pufas wrftard =g & — foheg v yelia glar & fo 3 319er syet ik
AT F I yHTEt & FAFT @

He has never professed any political views even though environmentalism is deeply
political.

3egial T PIS TUSC Tt faR sgea 787 fovam, STafeh qafavvmEre Ta 37cdd Ta-ias
AR RS

He told The Guardian in the same interview that he wouldn’t risk getting banned from the
BBC.

3ogieT 34T ATeTichR H & ST & g T 3 il T 9T gl o1 iR 787 3o argan|

But when your voice is the most trusted on the subject of the natural universe, and when you
decline to name colonialism as a historical cause of biodiversity loss, you implicitly
exonerate it.

Tehec] ST WTpTae TR o Tav & 3TehT JHTaTeT Ty Jifereh faRaw=i1a #ei Sireh 8, 3% 3ma
Sta-faferar g/ & A& FROT & T 7 3ufAdeUTg HT AT oI F &, Y 37T 9T T J
38 AIeTEd F & B

When you insist on speaking to an undifferentiated humanity — rather than one aware that a

farmer in the Congo has done much less to harm the earth than an investment banker in the
U.S. — your false equivalence only serves power.

S 39 ¥ 31TFenTd AAaar $Hr 910 P & — TTT 5T T Tg TR Y [ HI9N T Th
fepaTeT g2t 1 AR & Teh A2 AehR T TelT 3 Fgh A gl TG & — T 3T g
fmmmammwaﬁmqgm?ﬁ%l

Public backlash against fortress conservation is gaining an increasingly visible momentum
and is bound to prevail, especially in Africa and South Asia, where the lines between
conservation and land-grabbing are becoming clearer.

BIEH FHORAAT & A6 FoA-fae RIAR 318 Tase iR gHTaGrel giar 37 @ &, 3R gy
&9 H HPYHT AT SfRYor TRIAT H SHS Yoo glel hl HHTGHT &, STel TREToT 3 o7 g3uat & el
Y {@d 317 TIve gl ST WY B

Stopping at wonder
3T 9 SET AT

To be fair, these criticisms are not exclusive to Attenborough: they have become the
pathologies of conservation practices that have only just begun to interrogate themselves in
good faith.

frsTeT & & W ST At A JTNTATT hdel TeaTaRY deh YA TaT g, I 3T WI&TOT FT3it Hr
Taepfcral st Toht &, Toiegier 378t 7T &1 & SATERT & T 1 Falatr IRt I g

Even in 2021, 50 countries came together to commit to the ‘30 x 30’ initiative, to protect
30% of land and the oceans by 2030.

Tl da foh 2021 # 8 50 g2if ¥ FATRT 30 x 30” Ugd & T FTdaewrdr cuard I, forasHr

3682 2030 T A AR AFHERT & 309 Red i TaT e |

It drew enthusiastic support from Attenborough but vehement criticism from Indigenous
rights organisations for paving the way for a new wave of dispossession in the name of
conservation.

9 Tgel Y TEoAa ) T 3ATRT AAYT G1ed g31, feb] i@l 1R wersat & saeht iy
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HTeNTIeAT Y, T 378 HTHR T TTETOT 5 A1 IR FATUTIT Y Teh 78 T bl HIIT TR
FATgl

Protected areas around the world, rather than in the Global South alone, are what they are
today thanks to millennia of human stewardship as well, in particular that of Indigenous
peoples.

AT & T &, haol Tellae 3T H &) A1, gfod & AT W, gIRI a8T & ATTd TRETOT
3R T &9 & Jfeardt FHERT H ST & HROT TS 56 AT A &

Mistreating these peoples leads to biodiversity loss.
ol THCTA o A1Y geddegR iel A Sg-fafaear #r gifar g 2

It is that simple, yet many mainstream conservation circles still think this a radical position
and instead prefer Attenborough’s sanitised aesthetics.

g AL Sl T 8, T 81 3fedehs FTAYURT o WIETOT WoE 34 31 o Toh 397 faaR #ATd & 31K
S8 TYI W TeaAa’) Y aReFa AigdTerws T fo @1 T fAendr & &

None of this diminishes Attenborough’s other achievements.

ST A 1S o ATy TeAaRY Y 3T STATSLT Y HH A& HAT|

It is impossible to overstate the importance of his bringing the wild into the living rooms of
people who may otherwise have never imagined a coelacanth swimming through an indigo
sea or the mesmerising dance of birds against a twilight sky.

maﬁmmmaﬁﬁaﬂ?ﬁéwﬁaﬂ?qgmﬁ%%m I TGT-TGIR TATAT HHT 18T &,
ﬁaﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁﬂnﬁaﬁmmaﬂaﬁéﬁ@mmﬂmw?mma%
HIHTY X ol ATl o T hodat off LT T graf |

Even the grief he voiced in the latter part of his career about what the world had lost in his
own lifetime seemed sincere and meaningful.

319 HRAT & HTAA TOTH Ioglel AT gaRT 379 & SHwTehlel 7 TS g il Y oehd ST
g;@wa%rﬁm,agsﬁéﬁmmaﬂiyﬁqﬁmgml

Many wildlife biologists and ecologists have anecdotes about how they were inspired to
get into their fields after watching Attenborough’s documentaries.

3oleh gegeiia siata et 3 aRfFfadifag gara § & 3 veaat & gafaEt w @ 3a-
o £ 3 37 3 fore 9fa g

And they may have gone on to ask the questions that he never did.

3R T § o 3ogie 3T T & 9T I &1, [oieg Ueetadt o sl w761 3oma|

However, there is no reason to believe the vast majority of Attenborough’s viewers were
prodded in the same direction.

gTellfeh, AT HTeTol T IS SN HRUT 76T & Toh UeeTaRT & ITrRTer eiehi &I 3 33T fer & 9
o ara|

GS Paper Il1: Disaster Management 08 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

08M

How does Kerala plan to tackle oil spill hazards?

T o R g9t TR A Fges H Ao F4 da1 @ a2
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How does Kerala plan to
tackle oil spill hazards?

What prompted the drafting of the Qil Spill Contingency Plan? How will it help protect Kerala’s coastline?

G. Kris| (umar

The story so far:

erala had witnessed two
shipwrecks off its coast
involving two separate vessels
- MSC Elsa 3 and MV Wan Hai

503 - on May 25, 2025 and June 9, 2025
respectively. The incidents had raised a
serious threat to the State’s marine
ecosystem and coastal environment. The
container ship MSC Elsa 3 went down
with 640 containers, including 13 with
hazardous cargo and 12 with calcium
carbide. A large quantity of pellets, also
called nurdles, had washed ashore on the
southern coast following the incident. It
prompted the authorities to step up
efforts to formulate an Oil Spill
Contingency Plan (OSCP). The Kerala
State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB),
which was entrusted by the government
to initiate the required measures, had

awarded the work to a Bangalore-based
firm. The agency submitted a report
dated April 20, 2026 before the National
Green Tribunal stating that the draft OSCP
is ready.

Kerala has a coastal line of 590 km, and
the entire coast is prone to oil spill
disasters as one of the international oil
transportation routes is adjacent to the
State’s coastal line. As per the terms of
reference for preparing the OSCP, oil
tankers and other ships visiting ports in
the State pose a risk to the coastline areas,
when they are involved in accidents. The
proposal to prepare an OSCP was initiated
in 2016 as part of a governmental review
of the preparedness of major accident
hazard units to handle chemical
accidents. However, it got delayed due to
various technical and financial hurdles.
The scope of work included marine oil
spills that occur within 12 nautical miles
(24 km) of Kerala’s coastline and riverine

systems extending 40 km inland or till
tidal effect is evident, whichever is

greater.

What are the highlights of the 0SCP?
It includes mapping the Environmental
Sensitive Index of oil spills along the coast
of Kerala and preparing
response-focussed contingency plans.
The framework will elaborate on the oil
spill contingency planning guidelines,
wildlife response plans, ship board
pollution emergency plans and tactical oil
spill boomingsite response plans. It will
also include guidelines for crisis
management and marine emergency
response plans. The OSCP will highlight
mitigation measures to be initiated in the
wake of an emergency, the
responsibilities of various departments,
oil spill risks and protection priorities,
shoreline response operations, and
administrative action for clean-up. It will

identify areas involving operation of
fishing boats and ships, and map
environmentally vulnerable areas along
the State’s coast.

The OSCP will recommend a detailed
response plan with chain of command,
duties and responsibilities. It will have the
contact details, list of all available
resources to be pressed into service in an
emergency, and the database of available
machinery or equipment for clean-up
operations. The Plan will highlight the
steps to be taken before initiating the
shoreline clean-up, including assessment
of shoreline oil characteristics, on-site
conditions, methods to be adopted and
the scope of work required in each area as
per the priorities. The KSPCB has stated
that the OSCP will be prepared in
accordance with the guidelines of the
National Oil Disaster Contingency Plan
(NOS-DCP) of 2015, 2018 and 2024.

What steps precede the final 0SCP?
As per the KSPCB, the draft 0SCP
includes various aspects related to
hydrodynamic, oil spill modelling, marine
sensitivity index mapping and net
environmental benefit analysis. It will be
vetted by a committee of experts. The
draft Plan will be submitted to the Indian
Coast Guard — the central coordinating
agency for combating oil pollution in the
coastal and marine environment. The
final OSCP will be published after
receiving the required clearances.

08M. How does Kerala plan to tackle oil spill hazards?

T Ao R g9t @Rt T e 1 Aear F4 91 |ra?

e What prompted the drafting of the Oil Spill Contingency Plan?
T Rue FHieeaidl colte & AT i 3aRISHar F4t g2r?

e How will it help protect Kerala’s coastline?

I A & FHY I T G&T H he FehR HgRIT HYIM?

THE GIST

v

Kerala had witnessed two
shipwrecks off its coast last
year, raising serious threats to
the State’s marine ecosystem
and coastal environment. It
prompted the authorities to
step up efforts to formulate an
0il Spill Contingency Plan.

v

The framework will elaborate
on the oil spill contingency
planning guidelines, wildlife
response plans, ship board
pollution emergency plans and
tactical oil spill booming/site
response plans.

e Kerala had withessed two shipwrecks off its coast involving two separate vessels — MSC
Elsa 3 and MV Wan Hai 503 — on May 25, 2025 and June 9, 2025 respectively.

FT 1 39 dC & fAHhe &I 3eTeT-37e19T STgTeil — MSC Elsa 3 31R MV Wan Hai 503 — & STgTer
gefeaTait &l shaer: 25 7§ 2025 3R 9 ST 2025 I 2|

e The incidents had raised a serious threat to the State’s marine ecosystem and coastal
environment.

ol T3 A T & FHA IR 3R T gafavor & T 718K GeRT 3cde o feam|

e The container ship MSC Elsa 3 went down with 640 containers, including 13 with
hazardous cargo and 12 with calcium carbide.

el STETST MSC Elsa 3 & &1 640 Heal Tg A 39 91, {3l 13 @atelte et arel Hel

JUT 12 FTAIH F1ET88 arel ok AT o

e A large quantity of pellets, also called nurdles, had washed ashore on the southern coast
following the incident.

39 °TAT & a6 931 AT H Yoied, Sieg Asew ¢ gl 1T 8, Gl a¢ 9 Jgas 3T 0|
e It prompted the authorities to step up efforts to formulate an Oil Spill Contingency Plan

(OSCP).

T TR T 3Tl U S Tl (OSCP) TR el & YA ool el o folw 9k

TR

e The Kerala State Pollution Control Board (KSPCB), which was entrusted by the
government to initiate the required measures, had awarded the work to a Bangalore-based

firm.

AT HeH 30T T TSTFAGRT TTeel HTel AT TGWOT fAa =01 1S (KSPCB) & Ig 1 Th
derers Feurd Fasit &1 Jiar 2|

L]

e The agency submitted a report dated April 20, 2026 before the National Green Tribunal
stating that the draft OSCP is ready.
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39 TSHAY & 20 3ri¥er 2026 Y Teh RATE I §ReT 3rfAHTor o FaFet Tl el §U el b

OSCP & I IR &1 Il ¢

Kerala has a coastline of 590 km, and the entire coast is prone to oil spill disasters as one
of the international oil transportation routes is adjacent to the State’s coastal line.

¥l 1 590 farailefiex ardlt e &, 3R 9 aéra &t A Rura araersit & g daerelie 2,
FIfh HTWSET deT IRAgsT AN H A Tah T T eI & FHIT BT &

As per the terms of reference for preparing the OSCP, oil tankers and other ships visiting
ports in the State pose a risk to the coastline areas when they are involved in accidents.

OSCP TR et & fav faeiRed #:-81 (Terms of Reference) & 31o@R, Isd o SEIaMgl 0
37T aTel el ST 3R 31 STgTeT geieaT3it &ht et & i aat o folt WeRT 3cdeat ohidt & |

The proposal to prepare an OSCP was initiated in 2016 as part of a governmental review of
the preparedness of major accident hazard units to handle chemical accidents.

OSCP ¢1IR &l T Y&dd a¥ 2016 H AT geeamsit & fves & v gaeT @
FHIFAT T IR T TIHNT THIGT & G88 & F9 H YR foham aram 2|

However, it got delayed due to various technical and financial hurdles.

gTaiiten, I faffieer aamerht 3R R arensit & wRoT fAefad g

The scope of work included marine oil spills that occur within 12 nautical miles (24 km) of
Kerala’s coastline and riverine systems extending 40 km inland or till tidal effect is evident,
whichever is greater.

SR-& 7 WA A Rearg & 3 TreA1e fder o, S el S de@n & 12 qHer Hier (24 )
F MaT afeg et &, T2 3 & dF A 40 FoRaT ST 83T I AT BT do IR THT TISC &
Y fe@rs aar g, 3797 4 S 310 &, deh faeaRa &

What are the highlights of the OSCP?

3T T e fARINaTT g7

It includes mapping the Environmental Sensitive Index of oil spills along the coast of
Kerala and preparing response-focussed contingency plans.

SHH I & GALT A & WY ol Reamat & wafavofiy Hagareliaar gaeis $1 AEf=or qur
wfafrar-Sfea smewfeas Qe Hr dard anfAe g

The framework will elaborate on the oil spill contingency planning guidelines, wildlife
response plans, ship board pollution emergency plans and tactical oil spill
booming/site response plans.

Ig TRAT do RAT AT TTAF Qi fanfaden, aegsia gfafhar aerensit, sgrer-smenRa
YEHOT HTATTHTeNET AT TAUT W0Telfersh der Rrar sraierer/varer gfafsham Arsresit &1 fawga
faavor geqa wh

It will also include guidelines for crisis management and marine emergency response
plans.

SH WhE YU TUT WHEY HTATTRTeNT TTATHAT ArSToArait o fow feenfarder it enfaer giat|
The OSCP will highlight mitigation measures to be initiated in the wake of an emergency,

the responsibilities of various departments, oil spill risks and protection priorities, shoreline
response operations, and administrative action for clean-up.

JregH TRt I FEufa 37 IR forT STTe ater et 3ural, At faement T fSFaariat,
et Refrar o SfEeT 3R ERaTor Srf@shansit, aér gfafshar 31 qur @S gq Femafdas
FaTEaT F ¥@ifHa B

It will identify areas involving operation of fishing boats and ships, and map environmentally
vulnerable areas along the State’s coast.

Ig ATl sl arall Alh13iT 3R STgTal & HaTelel arel &Y31 T UgdTel 3 JUT AT F dedad!
JITeRoNT §T & TdcaT2iel 831 T ATATITOT H3T|
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The OSCP will recommend a detailed response plan with chain of command, duties and
responsibilities.

ey Jmeer s, Hidedt 3R SFAeriat afgd v fawga gfafwar Qs #r segerr
FHM

It will have the contact details, list of all available resources to be pressed into service in an
emergency, and the database of available machinery or equipment for clean-up operations.

SaH U Taxor, 3maret Feufr 3 3uaier g 3ucrets el Harersii 1 Felt qor Jwre HfFam=i &
oI 3ucrstr FMNHY 3R 3YFHUT &7 ST FTEATAT g9

The Plan will highlight the steps to be taken before initiating the shoreline clean-up,
including assessment of shoreline oil characteristics, on-site conditions, methods to be
adopted and the scope of work required in each area as per the priorities.

IE ANSTAT AT THTS HTRATT TR el ¥ I 33T ST aTel heAl T I@ifehed Hiaf, Foreted de
IR el T FaAVaT3it &1 3ehers], T $r aR AT, 3918 STt arelr faferar aar wrafAsansit
o 3TTER Tcdeh 817 H 3T HI T GIIRT AT BT

The KSPCB has stated that the OSCP will be prepared in accordance with the guidelines of
the National Oil Disaster Contingency Plan (NOS-DCP) of 2015, 2018 and 2024.

Fuadidlet o FeT g fon atvaddt FF Ty do 3r9eT 3w fEAS IS (NOS-DCP) & 2015,
2018 3 2024 & fenfadell & 3eTeT IR ¥ sea|

What steps precede the final OSCP?
3T OSCP ¥ vger Fla-ala & Tor @ &2

As per the KSPCB, the draft OSCP includes various aspects related to hydrodynamic, oil
spill modelling, marine sensitivity index mapping and net environmental benefit
analysis.

KSPCB & 37]8R, 99 OSCP # gregisraiae, do Rara Afsferr, aadt wacereferar
YT ATATATOT 7T Y8 TATaofI aimer favawor & Heiferd fafdest qgeait i enfdver fohar
AR

It will be vetted by a committee of experts.

$HbT SAra faRiaAl 61 veh AfATA ganrT Fr et

The draft Plan will be submitted to the Indian Coast Guard — the central coordinating
agency for combating oil pollution in the coastal and marine environment.

TR TYSTAT T HRART TET&TF T bl TEIcl [T ST, St T 3R FHLT TTaxor & et
YSuUT & fAUeH 8 Held HHead Toidl g
The final OSCP will be published after receiving the required clearances.

3T HegAfaal gred 8 & a1e 3ifie OSCP enrfRiet famam srea|

GS Paper Il1: Internal Security 08 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

08M | Suspected mastermind arrested in fake firms and hawala racket

el Bat 31T garen e & Gy AFAES IRFar
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Suspected mastermind

arrested in fake firms

and hawala racket
iGS lli: internal Security |

3,200

Uttar Pradesh
Police
arrested a man accused of masterminding
a network of fake firms, forged documents
and suspected ‘hawala’ transactions worth
more than ¥ 3,200 crore, with investigators
probing links to GST fraud and possible

terror funding. rm
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

08M. Suspected mastermind arrested in fake
firms and hawala racket

Thell B 3T garen e & TRy AFAEs
PRFar

e 3,200 in X crore.
€ 3,200 FU3|

e The Uttar Pradesh Police arrested a man accused of
masterminding a network of fake firms, forged documents and
suspected ‘hawala’ transactions worth more than ¥ 3,200
crore, with investigators probing links to GST fraud and
possible terror funding.

I YU IFAH o Ueh cafrd Y FIRTAR foham § o o) avhelt
FAT, STl gl 31T TfETer ‘Garelr dAded & Acdes T
ARCIATSS Blal T IR &, ST Hraa 2 3,200 s & A+

TS ST & &, 3R STrashdT GST Samerd) q2m GHITId 3rds fRaaiyor & Feei H g L o
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